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PURO TSTENCE OF ALBANLAN NATIONALITY STRESSED 


Tirana BASHKIMI in Albanian 23 Mar 81 p 3 
[Article by Petrit Skenderi: “The Power of Albanian Patriotian") 


{Text} it will be « hundred years this sonth since the famous poem by Pashko 
Vase, “Oh Albania, Poor Albania,” one of the most beautiful and moet patriotic 
works in Albanian literature, wae published for the firet time. 


The patriotic pathos and the passionate revolutionary call of (he poem have in- 
spired whole generations of Albanians in their endless ware for the liberation 
and independence of the fatherland, for the protection of the national culture 
and language and for unification and progress in the country. Written in elegiacal 
form and in 4 penetrating and powerful romantic style, Pashko Vase's poem was a 
clear political manifest aimed at the people and the whole nation dur‘ng one of 
the woret periods in the movement for Albanian liberation. It was a period when 
the Congrese of Berlin had decided to breakup the Albanian boundaries, at a time 
when the enemies of Albania, open and secret, had thrown themselves into a general 
attack to destroy the Alliance of Prigren. During these critical hours for the 
fates of the country, Pashko Vase understood that the only force and the only 
weapon with which to confront the situation and advance the Albanian cause was to 
unify the people. He knew howtocynthesize exactly and correctly the Albanian 
reality of that period, and to express in faultless poetical form that first, and 
above all else, “the religion of the Albanian is Albania." Because the poem has 
expressed thie exactly, because it has carried the spirit of the unity of the na- 
tion, it has generalized the nation's gost important interests: the spirit of 
resistance againrt all enemies to the end, and belief in the future of the people. 
It has been a fighting banner against religious and territorial divisions, against 
submission to and humiliation by foreigners. 


We today honor Pashko Vase and his political and literary work, because his work, 
as well as the contribution of all the other famous reborn men, stands at the 


foundations of a free and independent Albania. 


Socialist Albania goes forward and develops, her name is respected in the wo 4, 
her sons honor and glorify their fetherland gore and more everyday. Albania has 
attained these days from centuries of bloody wars, from great sacrifice and self- 
denying efforts. Albania has had to fight against numerous, powerful and evil 
enemies, who have tried in all ways and by 411 means to completely exterminate the 

















Albanian nation and to completely erase the name of Albania from the face of the 
earth. in the areenal of their weapons they have had religious and regional divi- 
sions ead various local influences, In striving to identify religion with na- 
tionality they wanted, not only to enslave our people spiritually but, to aseimi-~- 
late them and wipe out their language and traditions, to perpetuate their domina~ 
tion and oppression. 


This secular campaign of de «ction and annihilation by enemies was opposed by 
the reborn men with all their burning patriotic spirit; they fought heroicaily, 
under unusually difficult and complicated conditions, to demonstrate that religion 
and nationality have nothing in common, and that an Albanian is an Albania by 
languege and culture, by his glorious history, by the soil on which hie ancestors 
were born and died and by certain untque and abundant epiritual characteristics. 


lt was this correct understanding of nationality, the rejection of religion as a 
necessary characteristic of 4 nation and the unmasking of the speculations of our 
enemies on thie matter which became one of the most active and dynamic factors in 
the struggle for freedom and the victory of independence. 


This is how it was in the days of the reborn men and this is how it is today. 
Religion has not created nations nor can it create them today. For example, the 
Italian people are of the catholic faith, but their nationality is Italian. In 
the same way, the people of Iran are of the Moslem faith, but their nationality 
is Iranian. A people either believes or does not believe that this has nothing 
to do with nationality. 


Nations cannot be created by subjective factors, not by decrees, nor by the will 
of the government. They are the result of long historical processes. The Al- 
banian nation was created and protected with determination, with blood and hard 
work by her very best sons vho have died ard sacrificed themselves for her. Con- 
sequently, every effort that has been made to deny, ignore or replace Albanian 
nationality wit corresponding religious ties has always met the opposition of all 
Albaniane. Whenever our enemies Lave tried to separate our people and send them 
into exile, our people have kept alive, wherever they have been, their national 
identity and pride and the love for their language and country. 


Albanian patriotiem, which was a strong spiri.ual force in the past and was called 
upon by the distinguished men of this country cto defend with daring and courage 

the sndeniable rights of our nation, remains always an unbreakable barricade, fac- 
ing the evil intentions of our enemies and their devilish anti-Albanian intrigues. 
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VERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


SED CONCEPTION OF DEMOCRACY ANALYZED 


Cologne DEUTSCHLAND ARCHIV in German Vol 13 No 3, Mar 81 signed to press 20 Feb 
81 pp 304-305 


[Democracy and Soctaliam"—Review by Werner Mueller, assistant professor of 
political sefence and contemporary history, Mannheim University, of book by 

West German author Hans-Peter Waldrich, "Der De «ratiebegriff der SED Ein 
Vergleich swischen der aelteren deutechen Sosialdemokratie und der Sozialistischen 
Einheitepartie Deutechlande” (SED's Conception of Democracy. A Comparison 
Between the Old German Social Democratic Party and the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany," with an introduction by [ring Fetecher; published by Verlag Klett- 
Cotta, Stuttgart, 1980, 270 pages, DM 48.00) 


[Text] The SED leadership has always cried to legitimatize its political role by 
referring to the “legitimacites” of historical developments, as well as to the 
traditions o. the German labor movement. These attempts were intensified after 
the leadership change from Ulbricht to Honecker, and especially after the Ninth 
SED Congress. And the semi-official “a History of the SED, a Brief Survey,” 
published in 1°78, was supposed to serve the same ourpose. It is well known that 
for the SED the traditions of the communist movement carry the greatest weight, 
but at the same t'me the party refers to the “progressive” or (as they are now 
more frequently cailted “revoluctonary” parte of the Social Democratic movement. 
Waldrich's research into the “key concepts” of democracy and socialiem therefore 
covers a central part of uU.c political<ideological SED attempts at iegitimization. 


The first thing to keep in mind is that the author limite himself essentially to 
an analysis of the concept and ‘aportance of democracy; in researching his special 
fields, the Social Democratic movement before World War I and the SED, he excludes 
a (potential and eattrely productive) analyeie of the democratic ciaims and the 
reality of inner-party processes. 


The firet part of the work deals with the concept ot democracy held by the SPD 

in general and by several leading representatives. Beginning with the Erfurt 
Program, Waldrich traces for the prewar Social Democrati. movement a concept of 
democracy which, even though not in iteelf completed and therefore consisting of 
many layers, in no way correlates to the claims and ideas ot today's SED. Central 
peints in this cegard are party pluraliem and adherence to parliamentary democracy. 











This picture ef Soctal Democratic program formation ia supplemented by short 
descriptions of the ideas of leading theoreticians of the old SPD, among then, 
logically, Ross Luxemburg and=-in form of an appendix=--Max Adler. 


in etark contrast to this is the SED concept of democracy which ie described 

in the major part of the work. Systematically and quite comprehensively, Waldrich 
deale with the SED state concept, especially the idea of the “socialist state" 

and cxe functions and changes in the concept of the “dictatorship of the 
proletariat.” The chapter of “Theory of the Formation of Will" deals primarily 
with the role of elections as well as the realities of popular representation. 
Afterwards the actual theories of socialization and law are analyzed. 


The critical descr‘ption of the “prevalent doctrine” in the SED on the theory 
of democracy and soctaliem is prefaced by Waldrich with a chapter that outlines 
the tdeology~making functions of these central concepts, and describes briefly 
the way of thinking and language usage of the SED leadership and its theoreticians. 
It is questionable whether the author's purely systematic procedure and his 
limitation of the “official” SED, which excludes to a large extent historical 
developments, can by themselves do justice to the problem. It was not only 
during the early history of the SED that opposition position and tendencies 
existed. But this aspect is dealt with only in an appendix which, unfortunately, 
is quite small. Beside the democracy concept of the groups around Wolfgang 
Harich aud Robert Havemann, a few concepts like those of Gottfried Stiehler or 
Uwe-Jene Heuer are analvzed which deviate in part from “official” concepts or 
modify them. But it is precisely the work of these two men just named that 
has made possible more intenrive investigation of the question of what room 
there is in the GDR for corrective positions or for a--quite narrowly limited-- 
scientific discussion of these basic questions. This reviewer believes, 
therefore, that the grouping of Stiehler and Hever among the representatives of 
the “opposition concept of democracy" in the GDR raises a number of questions 
which would have to be investigated separately. It might then be possible to 
understand mor. adequately the dynamics inherent in GDR society and the SED 
iteelf. 


In general terms, both the structure and the results of the research work cao be 
agreed with. However, as far as the subject matter itself is concerned, the work 
does not give a comparison of the concepts of democracy but rather a simple 
comparison of contrary and fundamentaily incomparable concepts of democrary. 

The author's final thesis: whether the two different concepts of democracy could 
be seen “in regard to their sociological foundation as an expression of different 
development stages of the labor movement" must be considered with a certain 
skeptica. attitude because this thesis appears questionable in view of the previous 
statement that the SED concept of democracy comes “from completely different 
philosophical roots" (ibid.) than that of the prewar Social Democratic movement. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


SED URGES ATTENTION TO CITIZENS’ CRITICISM, LESS BUREAUCRATISM 


[Editorial Report] During the 14th SED bezirk delegates conferences held in mid- 
February, Politburo members and SED bezirk first secretaries gave lengthy speeches 
in which they addressed, among other things, problems of party and state func- 
tionaries' relations with citizens and the role of the FDGB as the representative 
of the interests of the workers. Excerpts from statements by these officials 
follow. 


Herman Axen, SED Politburo member and Central Committee secretary, as published 
in the Cottbus LAUSITZER RUNDSCHAU of 16 February 1981, page 3, stated: 


"Every communist steadfastly defends our socialist homeland and becomes involved 

in the exemplary implementation of all political, ideological, economic, military 
and cultural tasks. He always has an open ear and : derstanding for the opinions, 
proposals, concerns, and criticisms of the citizen. He is intolerant toward mani- 
festations of heartlessness or bureaucratism. He exercises revolutionary vigilance 
toward all crude and refined attacks by imperialism." 


Horst Sindermann, SED Politburo member and president of the People's Chamber, as 
reported in the Halle FREIHEIT of 17 February 1981, page 3, stated: 


"In its work with the masses the party can rely on the elected people's represen- 
tatives with those who elected them, drawing up and implementing the resolutions 
is done in close contact with the citizens; the state organ guards against bureau- 
cratism and heartlessness toward the concerns and problems of the citizen; and 

the processing of petitions and proposals of the citizen becomes a permanent 
necessity in the work of the state organs exercising power." 


"In its work with the masses, the party can count on the social organs, above all 
on the trade unions, which in our socialist society have »ecome schools of 
socialism and communism, uniting the interests of the individual and of society 
as a whole, training the workers in socialist competition to be true shapers of 
socialist development." 


"Thus the trade unions, in accordance with their role in socialism, have become 
participants in the leadership of ell affairs of state management endowed with 
all rights and duties. They take part in decisions and share responsibility for 
solving political, economic, social, and cultural problems of ovr society; for 
that is the role of the trade unions in socialism as the organization of the 
working class exercising power." 




















"In the trade unions the communiste work with the non-party workers, inapiring 
them and giving them responsibility. Over 60 percent of the shop stewards and 
over 50 percent of the members of the enterprise trade unions are not party mnem- 
bere, but they take a responsible part in decisions on the dynamic growth of the 
econony and the increasingly better satisfaction of the material and cultural 
needs of the citizens." 


Willi Stoph, SED Politburo member and chairman of the Council of Ministers, as 
reported in the Dresden SAECHSISCHE ZEITUNG of 23 February 1981, page 3, stated 
the following: 


"It was demonstrated during the party elections how the comrades in the state 
organs, in close cooperation w +h all the forces united in the National Front, 

are meeting their responsibility for the solution of the state and community 

tasks and are promoting the initiatives of the citizens in their territories 

to carry out the policy of the party and government. In this way the authority 

of the organs of our socialist state is further strengthened and relations with 
the citizens become closer. The delegates play a great role in this by explaining 
the resolutions of the people's representations in constant dialogue with their 
electors and by winning over the citizen for active participation." 


"Other important factors which must be mentioned are sensitive response to the 
proposals and petitions of the citizens, careful examination of them and coming 
to a decision on them in accordance with existing possibilities." 


Konrad Naumann, member of the SED Central Committee Politburo and first secretary 
of the SED Berlin Bezirk Management, in his speech reported in the East Berlin 
BERLINER ZEITUNG of 16 February 1981, page 8, stated: 


"Of decisive importance for the constant deepening of the relationship of trust 
between party and people is for the people's representations and the communists 
‘ all state functionaries working in them to carry owt their work in a way 

wi 1 is closely tied to everyday life. 





"Therefore we expect from the party organizations in the state apparatus an even 
more efiective political-ideological education work so that every state func- 
tionary is capable of carrying out his highly responsible activities in alliance 
with the people. This includes an at _itude toward the concerns and suggestions 
of citizens which is attentive and shows awareness of duty, in addition to an 
uncompromising stance toward overcoming a way of operating, still encountered, 
which is formal, heartless, and bureaucratic. The findings of the ABI (Worker 
and Peasant Inspectorate) controls, the auditors, the state building inspectors, 
the supply and restaurant inspectors and society's other control organs are to 
be utilized more fully.” 


Harry Tisch, member of the SED Central Committee Politburo and chairman of the 
FDGB National Executive Committee, as reported in the Magdeburg VOLKSSTIMME of 
16 February 1981, page 3, stated: 


"Therefore we as comrades must do our utmost to develop socialist democracy more 
broadly, to listen to the people, to consider their suggestions, proposals, and 











even their criticiams, We must be uncompromising in leading the struggle against 
atill-exieting shortcomings. We must not permit decisions to be made over the 
heads of the people, decisions which would hinder our progress. Heartless attitude 
and administration are alien to our socialist society. Therefore we must discuss 
all questions of life with the people with an awareness of political responsibility 
and with sensitivity." 


Kurt Tiedke, member of the SED Central Committee and fireat secretary of the SED 
Magdeburg Bezirk Management, in his speech reported in the Magdeburg VOLKSSTIMME 
of 16 February 1981, page 5, stated: 


"The task of the party organizations in che estate organs is to contribute actively 
to bringing the problems which concern the people to a solution with the participa- 
tion of the citizen. 


"Although it is an indisputable fact that in the local organs of state power as 
a whole there are outstanding representatives from all classes and strata of 
society who act daily in the interests of the citizens and with a high awareness 
of responsibility, there are nevertheless also isolated manifestations which 
indicate that cadre work even in this area must be given the greatest attention. 
And people who have neither heart nor open ear for the real concerns of civic- 
minded citizens of the worker and peasant power cannot be members of the state 
apparatus.” 


"The better the workers are informed and brought into confidence, the more respon- 
sibly they will work and help in governing. In the process they expect from us 

not only information about progress achieved but equolly honest reporting on the 
assessment of difficult situations, the exposure of the reasons for such situations 
and our ideas for changing them. People value nothing more than an open word, 

the clear position of a communist." 


"When we speak of the leading role of the party, we have in mind also the party 
influence of the communists in the mass organizations. We should pay particular 
attention to the work of our members and candidates in the trade unions, which 
are schools of socialism. It is precisely in the trade unions that our comrades 
contribute to assuring that the authority of the largest and most important mass 
organization is further raised among all the working people." 


Guenther Jahn, member of the SED Central Committee and first secretary of the 
SED Potsdam Bezirk Management, as reported in the Potsdam MAERKISCHE VOLKSSTIMME 
of 23 February 1981, page 4, stated: 


"The concerns of the citizens are the priority topic for the local state organs. 
To talk over all community questions with the residents of the cities and commu- 
nities, to discuss the solution of their problems in an open, matter-of-fact, 

and progressive dialogue with the citizens and to organize their cooperation-- 
these are what we understand as a style of work which is related to everyday life 
and is allied with the people.” 


Hans Modrow, first secretary of the SED Dresden Bezirk Management, as reported 
in the Dresden SAECHSISCHE ZEITUNG of 23 February 1981, page 4, stated: 




















"The constant trusting cooperation of our more than 23,000 [SED bezirk] delegates 
and all stetf members of state organs with the workers, the attentive considera~ 
tion of the workers suggestions and proposals, the orderly processing of their 
petitions, and the overcoming of all manifestations of superficiality, routine, 
and heart lesenesas--all these are taske which must be systematically implemented 
and supervised by the party organizations." 


Jochen Hertwig, member of the SED Central Committee and first secretary of the 
SED Frankfurt/Oder Bezirk Management, in his speech reported in the Prankfurt/Oder 
NEVER TAG of 23 February 1981, page 6, stated: 


"Bureaucratic ways of working, heartless behavior, manifestations of attitudes 
such as ‘that's not my department,’ and shoving off responsibility on others are 
alien to the essence of socialist state power and are to be fought more energeti- 
cally by the party organizations in the state organs whenever they occur. It is 
necessary to further improve the closeness to life and the effectiveness of the 
work of all people's representations." 


"There is no room in our socialist society for the disregard of legal norms, for 
egotism and narrowmindedness, for greed and self-enrichment at the expense of 
society, for indifference to ways of behavior which violate the dignity, rights, 
or property of fellow human beings." 


Siegfried Lorenz, first secretary of the SE" Karl-Marx-Stad! Bezirk Management, 
in his speech reported in the Karl-Marx-Stadt FREIE PRESSE of 16 February 1981, 
page 4, stated: 


"In this connection the work with the suggestions, proposals, and criticisms of 
the working people is an important yardstick. It has proved useful to investigate 
petitions rapidly on the spot in personal talks with the citizens, rather than 
writing up unnecessary paper. Such direct contact is best suited to finding 
solutions, to including the citizen in carrying out the solutions and, of course, 
to helping the citizen understand what is possible and what is not. 


"That is the course which is to be followed. We emphasize this especially in 
view of the fact that citizens with their concerns are still being met with 
indifference, heartlessness, and unwillingness to make a decision." 


"For us communists, leading politically is not an abstract idea and certainly 
not a privilege. We understand leading not as being patronizing toward those 
who think differently but as unselfishly serving our people without seeking 
personal gain." 


According to Lorenz, political work which assures a party organization allied 

with the masses is one which “takes on problems of life, gives fundamental answers 
to urgent questions, and does not give in to outdated ideas"; it "meets the con- 
cerns, criticisms, and proposals of the people with respect and processes them 
seriously with a sense of responsibility.” Such political work also strives for 
higher effectiveness “by avoiding formalism, mechanical repetitions of known 
truths, pedantic idle talk, meetings organized without any ideas, and methods 
which are alien to everyday life." 


CSU: 2300/224 

















ROMAN TA 


RCP PLENUM RESOLUTION ON EXCHANGE OF PARTY CARDS 
Bucharest BULETINUL OFICIAL in Romanian Part I No 22, 31 Mar 81 pp 4-6 


[Decision of the Plenum of the Central Committee of the Romanian Communist Party 
on the Manner in Which Action Has Taken Place To Exchange the 1965 Model Party 
Documents } 


[ Text] The Central Committee has determined with satisfaction that the exchange of 
party documents coacluded under good conditions and within the time Limit established 
by the RCP Central Committee Plenum of March 1979. 


Carried out in light of the order given by Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, secretary gen- 
eral of our party, this action represented an important political event, bringing 

an analysis of the communists' a-tivity, a strengthening of party responsibility and 
the development of their political awareness and revolutionary spirit of the entire 
party. The exchange of party documents has been entered as a point of major impor- 
tance in the life of the party organizations and which has brought an exacting, multi- 
tilateral and concrete review of all the activity of the party, of each communist,of 
his behavior and position in the collective he is part of, in the fam'ly, in society. 


The plenum feels that through the way in which it was conceived, organized and car- 
ried out, the exchange of party documents has had a powerful influence on the strength- 
ening of the party's force, of its cohesion and unity around the Central Committee 

and Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, on the political and ideological influence of the par- 
ty organizetions and organs among all workers, regardless of nationality, and all our 
people. Everywhere, the exchange of party documents, the individual discussions,the 
communists’ proposals and suggestions, the application of measures adopted with the 
occasion of the discussion of the conclusions resulting have contributed to the de- 
velopment of combativeness and firmness of party members and overall base organizations 
toward shortcomings and errors and to strengthening of the spirit of responsibility 
and discipline in fulfilling the tasks drawn by the party and they have led to an in- 
crease in the concerns with stimulating what is new in all areas. 


As Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu emphasized i: the speech he delivered at the RCP Cen- 
tral Committee Plenum of 25 March 1981, "The action to exchange the party documents 
has led to an even more powerful strengthening of unity, to an increase in the par- 
ty's political and ideological level and has brought an imp ovement in the activity 


of party organizations and organs to fulfill the tasks they have in various areas 
of activity." 




















Calling to mind the significance of this important political action, the communtste 
have brought owt the exceptional role of our party in leading the giant job of the 
socialist conatruction of the country, the prestigious activity carried out at al! 
levels by Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, the party's secretary general, and they have 
expressed in emotional words their profound attachment to the party policy and warm 
recognition of the permanent concern of othe party leadership with the steadfast in- 
crease in the people's material and spiritual standard of living, the firm decision 
to take steadfast action to have precise achievement of the party program for crea- 
ting the multilaterally developed socialist society and directing Yomania toward 
commun tam, 


Ae wae stressed at the plen the moet significant result of this political and or- 
ganigational action has been the increase in the competence of the party organs and 
organizations and all communists in the leadership of economic activity and the even 
more intense activation of the party in the str agile to fulfill the goale included 
in the single national plan for Romania's social-economic development. 


What stands out as 4 general finding is that each party organization has drawn val- 
vable conclusions from thie broad action for ite own activity and new lessone for 
ite own atyle of work, the application of which has contributed to raising to a 
higher level all political and organizational work, to asserting ite leading role 
even more vigorously m the job, in full agreement with the demands formulated by 
the 12th party congrese, by the Central Committee, in the speeches of the party's 
secretary general. 


As a direct result of the action exchanging the party cards, the internal life of 

the party organizations has seen a powerful impetus, a fact which is seen in the con- 
solidation of discipline and strengthening of the partylike principledness, in the 
development of a revolutionary spirit, in the much more pronounced nature of criti- 
ciem and self-criticiem, in the rise in ea... party member's interest and determination 
to carry out his ‘asks in production and public activity in an exemplary manner. The 
general meetings of the base organizations are being held more regularly and the ma- 
jor problems of the particular unite, resulting from the decisions of the RCP Central 
Committee plenume of October and December 1980, from the orders given by the party's 
secretary general on having 4 quality increase in work in all areas, appearing on 
their agendas. There has been a considerable increase in the communists’ partici- 
pation in meetings, in their educational role and effectiveness as well as their abil- 
ity to influence the entire behavior of the party members. The concern of most base 
organizations has risen with involving communists in the solution of the problems 
confronting the party organizatiors, on the basis of specific responsibility. 


Also, the RCP Central Committee plenum points out that the exchange of party docu- 
mente has had as a result the broadening of the aphere Which the content of political- 
educational activity includes and enrichment of it, with the means and forms of ideo- 
logical influence having a greater contribution to having the workers master the 
dialectical saterialist concept of nature and society and to having the principles 
of socialist ethics and equity taking root in everyday life. 


More order was introduced while the preparatory actions were taking place with regard 
to keeping records of party members and administration of party documents and penal - 
ties given in recent years were reexamined, with measures being taken to raise them 
in all the cases where party members proved that they had reformed. A large volume 
of work was done to bring the personal record books up to date, to identify those 
party members who had left organizations without respecting the mov‘ne forms. 
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Of the total of 2,936,093 party members included in the action to exchange party 
documents, new cards were handed over to 2,900,091 communists, that is, 99,72 per 
cent of the gumber whe possessed the 1965 model party cards. Some 30,210 party 
members were not given the new party cards as a result of decisions adopted in tis 
regard by the Dase organisations they belonged to and, as such, they were expelled 
from the party. At the same time, some party members whose activity showed short: 
comings were penalized or attention was drawn in 4 very serious manner to the need 
for them to eliminate the shortcomings in a hurry and get into advanced positions in 
production in their families and in all social life, 


On the basie of the conclusions resulting from the action of exchanging the party 
documents, the Plenum of the Central Committee of the Romanian Communist Party 
DECIDES: 


il. The plenum approves the activity carried out by the Central Committee, by the 
local party organs, by all the party organizations for the exchange of party docu- 
ments and it feele that all the action has concluded under good conditions and with= 
in the time Limit set, contributing to the political-organizational etrenethening of 
the party and to the increase in ite leading role in all areas of socialist construc- 
tion. 


2. The county, municipal, city and commune party organizations as well as those in 
enterprises, institutions and agricultural unite should take action in the future, 
also, with firmness to raise their political and organizational ability, to devel- 
op 4 revolutionary epirit and to raise the responsibility of the communists end of 
all party members, to unite all workers, regardless of nationality, and of all the 
people with a view to the steadfast implementation of the party program to create 

the multilaterally developed socialist society and direct Romania toward communienm. 


3. Proceeding from the order given by the party secretary general at the Central 
Committee plenum, in accordance with which we must place the emphasis not so much 
on the quantitative rise in number of party members, the party organs and organiza- 
tions have the duty to give the greatest attention in the future to the problem of 
quality, insuring that che title of party member is given to the most progressive 
workers who prove that they are determined to struggle with all their powers to 
implement the domestic and foreign policy of our party and state, who under all cir- 
cumstances demonstrate a revolutionary epirit, militate firmly against shortcomings 
in work and for the steadfast fulfillment of the duties they have in the political, 
professional and publi. field. 


4. The party organs and organizations should take action with even more determination 
to intensify political and educatiou.4]1 activity, to raise the political-ideological 
level of the cadres and of all communists and form them as revolutionary militants, 

to develop socialist awareness of the working masses and their horizon of tech- 
nical, professional, scientific and cultural knowledge so that each person can have 

a solid knowledge of and understand the principles of party policy and passionate 
fight to implement theo. 


5. The county, municipal, city and commune varty committees and those in the enter- 
prises, institutions and agricultural unite must take even more firm measures to inm- 
prove their style of work, to consistently promote collective methods of work and 
leadership, to stimulate partylike criticism and self-criticism in all wave and to 
strengthen discipline, order and communist responsibility in ail their activity. 

















6, The county party committees and all party organs and organizations must im- 
prove their working methods among the masses, insuring that the aktiv and all com- 
muniate act in close unity with the workers, constantly being among the working 
class, the producers of material goode, aiding them in fulfilling thelr tasks on 
the job, 


7, The county party committees should take measures for strict reapectfor the rules 
established eo that each year the base organizationbureause can organize individual 
discussione with all communists, seeking that they 'ead to a rise in demandingness 

and a epirit of responsibility in the work of the party members, to strengthening 

of partylike discipline and revolutionary combativeness, to precise respect for sta- 

tutary standards and the principles of socialist ethics and equity, to firm ful- 

fillment of their taske in production, in political and public life by each com- ° 
muniast. 


Taking into account the good results given by participation in individual discus- 
sions of the immediately higher party organ members, measures should be taken to 
make thie a permanent practice in all the annual individual discussions which are 
to be organized from now on by the base organization bureaus with the party member 
masses. 


8. The bureaus of the county, municipal and city party committees should make a 
half-yearly analysis of the way the party committees and base organization bureaus 
are concermed with the penalized party members or those whose attention has been 
drawn during the exchange of party documents. The situation should be reexamined 
for those who have not learned the proper lessous from the measures taken and who, 
aespite all the continuing help, are proving through their position that thev 
have not eliminated the shortcomings criticized and are persisting in att ‘tudes 
which are inappropriate for the requirements placed on 4 party member, while the 
general meetings should pick up their new card, respecting the statutary provisions 
in thie regard. 


9. Decisive measures should be taken in all counties which insure careful custody 
of the party card by 411 communists under conditions of full safety; at least once 
a year there should be « discussion of the importance of keeping the party member's 
card under conditions of full safety during a separate point on the senda of the 
general meeting, taking a firm position on any demonstration of carelessness and 
bringing to responsibility any person who violates the statutery rules in this re- 
gard. The party organs and organizations should systematically organize checks in 
connection with the way that standards for keeping the party card are being respected. 
There should be strict application of the measures established by the party leader- 
ship «eo that, both at the general meetings as well as when the dues are received, 
the party members are required to present their party card. 


10. The bureaus of the county, municipal, city and commune committees and the party 
committees and base organizations in the wits should examine how the records of the 
party members are organized and kept at least once a year, should insure that thev 
permanently reflect the movements taking place and the changes occurring in the rec- 
ord information of the commun.sts, should regularly carry out political and educa- 
tional activity in order to aid all party members in mastering the rules for record- 
keeping and for the move of communists from one party organization into another and 
strictly respecting these rules. 


8071 
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ROMAN LA 


RCP PLENUM KeSOLUTION ON COMPOSITION OF PARTY 
Bucharest BULETINUL OFICIAL in Romanian Part I No 22, 31 Mar 81 pp 6-9 


[Decision of the Plenum of the Central C.waittee of the Romanian Communist Party on 
the Nuaber of Members, Composition and irganizational structure of the Party a» of 
31 December 1980) 


{Text} Taking action on the »Sasis of the decisions of the 12th party congress and 
the RCP Central Committee Plenum of March 1980 and orders of Comrade Nicolae Ceau- 
sescu, party secretary general, the county, municipal, city and commune committees, 
the party organs and organizations in enterprises, inetitutions , and agricultural 
unite have carried out sustained and intense political-organizational work for the 
continued strengthening of the party ranke and increase in ite role as the leading 
political force for the entire society, for uniting the efforts of communists and 
all workers in the steadfast implementation of the party policy to create the multi- 
laterally developed socialist society and direct Romania toward communism. 


Il. The workers’ boundless faith in our party's policy and their determination to 
militate firmly to implement the party program finds lively expression in the fact 
that, under conditions of the rise in demand for the moral-political and profeession- 
al qualities of the new party members, last year more than 132,000 workers were ac- 
cepted into the communist ranks last year, with 84.33 percent of them coming from 
workers and peasants, which corresponds to the guidelines established by the RCP 
Central Committee plenum. 


On 31 December 1980 the party numbered 3,064,336 members, of which 2,277,125, that 
is, 74.80 percent, are carrying out their activity in the area of material produc- 
tion, 45.69 percent are working in industry, construction and transportation while 
23.03 percent are working in agriculture. A powerful detachment of communists is 
working in the basic branches of industry and they represent 46.95 percent of tctal 
workers existing in the extraction industry, 40.11 percent of iron and eteel, 53.75 
percent of the electric and thermal esergy industry. 


The fact that more than 19.70 percent of the adult population and 29.50 percent of 
the active population are part of the party ranks clearly shows the giant organiza- 
tional force and the grand prestige and influence our party has among all categories 
of workers--Romanians, Hungarians, Germans and other nationalities--and the full soli- 
darity of all the people with the domestic and foreign policy of the Romanian Commu- 
nist Party and the incissoluble unity of the entire nation around the party and the 
secretary general, Com ade Nicolae Ceausescu, the most authentic exponent of the 
people's vital interests. 
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The plenum evaluated the consistear concern of the Cencral Committee and of the 
higher party leadership and Comraue Nicolae Ceausescu personaliy with strength= 
ening the revolutionary and class nature of the party and the development of a pow= 
erful worker nucleus, the result of which was the acveptance of 94,780 workers in 
1980. On 31 December 1980, of total party members, 54.62 percent were represented 
»y workers, thus accentuating the rise in share of worlvers in the party, 4 process 
which reflects faithiuily the profound changes in the very structure of our soctety. 


It should be mentioned that in the counties with an older industrial tradition 

and more complex transpertation network=-Brasov, Sibiu, Hunedoara, Caras-Severin, 
Constanta=-the share of vorkere in total party members reached 60-63 percent. It 
aleo is significant that in some counties which were poorly developed economically 
in the past, among which were Bistrita-Nasaud, Bugau, Giurgiu, Mehedinti, at the 
end of 1980 the workers represented more than 50 percent of total party members. 


Anewering the demand for raising to a higher level the activity in agriculture and 
increasing the leading role of the party organizations in this basic branch of the 
national economy, the county party committees gave greater attention to st rengthen- 
ing the party organizations in the rural environment, particularly those in the ag~- 
ricultural unite. During 1980 more than 4,000 workers from the social st agricultur- 
al enterprises and stations for the mechanization of agriculture were accepted into 
the party, plus more than 13,500 cooperative member peasants and around 3,500 pea- 
sants from the noncooperativized zones. 


Taking into account the role of intellectuals in social life,more than 20,700 in- 
tellectuals--engineers, technicians, economists, teaching cadres, other specialized 
cadres with higher studies, students--were accepted into communist ranks last year, 
who proved that they met the criteria required and they aie making a special contri- 
bution to fulfilling the tasks belonging to the collectives from the party decisions. 


Bearing in mind the more and more active role of women in the country's economic, 
political and social life, the party organs and organizations have intensified their 
political-organizational work among thea, the result of which was that during last 
year 56,225 women were accepted into the party, with their siare in total party mem- 
bers rising from 27.97 percent in 1979 to 28.71 percent in 1980. Good results were 
obtained in this regard in Alba, Arad, Cluj, Mures, Neamt, Satu Mare, Sibiu and Vas-~- 
lui Counties, where the proportion of women in total of those accepted was between 
48 and 51 percent, recording levels superior to those established in the RCP Central 
Committee Plenum decision of March 1980. 


The party organs and organizations also had particular concern with regard to re- 
freshing the party with youth forces, with around 70 percent of party members ac- 
cepted during 1980 coming from the Union of Communist Youth. There are counties-- 
Braila, Cluj, Galati, Dimbovita, Satu Mare, Salai, Vrancea and Bucharest Municipal- 
‘tv--wliere the proportion of party members accepted from the ranks of the revolution- 
ary organizations of the youth reaches 77 percent. 


Among rarty members, 23.60 percent are winder 30, 52.49 perceéht are between 31-50, 

15.3% are between 51-60 and 7.55 percent are over 60, insuring a harmonious combin 
ing of the experience and maturity of the older communists with the enthusiasm and 
revolutionary upsurge of the youth. 


In accordance with the evaluation given by the plenum, the national composition of 
the party corresponds to the national structure of our country's population, a fact 
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which clearly expresses the correctness of the party's national policy of full 
equality of rights for all workers, regardless of nationality. 


faking into account the complexity of the probleme facing the party organizations 
and organs in the current stage, they have increased their concern with including 
party members in the system for improving professional training, drawing them into 
activity of technical-scientific creation on @ more sustained basis ae well aa with 
raising the degree of the commumists' general culture, those with lower echool train- 
ing. Dering 1980 the number of party members with higher studies rose by nearly 
26,000, reaching 343,042, it rose to 465,504 for those with secondary studies and it 
rose by 29,029 for those with technical, foremen's and vocational school, rising to 
806,624. The action undertaken on the basie of the RCP Central Committee Plenum de- 
cision of March 1979 to aid party members up to 50 years of age to finish their 

high echool studies ended with good results. In the last 2 years, more than 300,000 
party members graduated from the 8th grade, with the action to include party members 
up to 50 years of age in the system to complete high school actually having been con- 
cluded. Around 107,000 party members are taking high school courses or correspon- 
dence courses of the high schools of higher education inatitutions. 


Current y the Romanian Communist Party includes 40 county organizations, the Buch- 
arest municipal organization, 241 municipal and city organizati-re, 2,705 commune 
organizations, more than 8,500 party organizations headed by committees in enter- 
prises, institutions, agricultural unite, production sections or sectors and around 
64,200 base organizations by units, sections, workshops, facms and so forth, with 
their number increasing by nearly 950 compared with the end of 1979. 


Il. The broad political and organizational work carried out by the party organs and 
organizations for application of the program documents adopted by the 12th party 
congress and of tue indications of inestimable theoretical and practical value 
included in the speeches of Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu , the party cecretary general, 
has contributed to r. ising the political-ideological level of communists and other 
workers, to raising their responsibility for the fate of our socialist country, to 
their full invoivement in steadfastly implementing the party decisions and laws of 
our state. 


The political-ideological eduucion, organized according to the decisions of the 
RCP Central Committee Political Executive Committee and ind‘ *tions of Comrade Nic- 
Olae Ceausescu, party secretary general, in courses for education and dif ‘erentiated 
subject programs, depending on the specific problems concerning the party organiza- 
tions, includes 2,986,185 communists, which represents more than 98 percent of the 
total pa: members. At the same time, the party organs have taken measures to in- 
clude in he other forms of mass politicel education (UTC, trade union and Front of 
Socialist Democracy and Unity) more than 6.5 million workers, thus insuring a rise 
in the level of their political awareness, brocdening of the mass base for increa- 
sing the party's influence among al. categories of workers. 


The plenum stressed that the positive changes produced during 1980 in the number of 
members, composition and organizational struct. re of the party, the rise of the po- 
litical-ideological activity for knowledge and practical applicatica of our party 
an state foreign and domestic policy to a higiw level have brought an exercising 
of the duties belonsing to the party organs and organizctions in leadership of so- 
cial-economic activity under better conditions, a rise in their force for mobiliz- 
ing the worker coilectives and a rise in their competence for sclving problems. 
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itl. Bringing out the successes obtained in polittcal-organigational activity for 
the strengthening in quality of the party ranks, the RCP Central Committee plenum 
stressed the need for the party organs and organizations to show even higher exact- 
ingness towerd the aspect of a party member, insure that thie activity is of a reg- 
ular nature everywhere, combatting ener ,etically any tendency toward carelessness, 
superficiality or negligence of thie extreme'y important area of party work. 


The RUP Central Committee plenum established the following to .mplement the program 
documents adopted by the 12th party congress and orders of Comrade Nicolae Ceau~ 

es sCu, party secretary general, with regard to raising the political and organization- 
a. activity of all pa.ty organs and organizations to an ever higher level and perma~ 
nently etrengthen the party ranke: 


1. The bureaus of the county, municipel, city and commune committees in the future 
should place an even greater emphasis on tie quality of those accepted into the par- 
ty, insuring that the title of party member be given to the most progressive and 
consei ntious workers who meet all the criteria required by the party statutes, who 
prove they are determined to fight for implementing the domestic and foreign policy 
of our party and state, who under any circumstances demonstrate a revolutionary spir- 
it, who etruggle decisively against any shortcomings in work, who militate consis- 
tently for steadfast achievement of the party program and fulfillment of the speci- 
fic tu.ske b longing to them on the job from the current 5-year plan for *he country's 
social-economic development. 


2. Activity for acceptance into the party should be oriented on a priority bavis 
toward accepting among the communists the best workers from the mining, petroleum 
and natural gas industry aswe!l as from the iron and steel industiy, machine build- 
ing and chemical industries and those workers, engineers and techniciane who do 
everything for rapid development of the country's raw material ba.e. 


3. The party organs and organizations should organize the work tor acceptance in- 
to the party so that, for the country as a whole, the workers accepted into the par- 
ty from among the workers and peasants continue to represent around 80 percent of 
the total of those accepted into the pa:ty in the future, as well, with workers to 
represent 55-65 percent and peasants, 15-25 percent, in proportion to the structure 
of the population working in each county. 


4. During the first half of this year, the UTC Central Committee Bureau should 
analyze how the UTC organs and organizations are carrying out their activity for 
the communist education of the young generation and the help to the most worthy 
young people in order for them to become worthy of being accepted into the commu- 
nist party ranks. 


5. In order to insure a rise in percentage of women in total accepted into the par- 
ty, they should represent at least 40-45 percent of total party members accepted 
during 1981 at the level of each county. 


6. During 1981 the county, municipal and city committees, with the aid of the RCP 
Central Committee sections, should organize at least one instruction as an exchange 
of experience on subjects concerning carrying out activity for acceptance into the 
party, forms and methods used in the fastest possible integration of new members 
into the party in the concerns of the base organizations they are part of. 
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), The county, munteipal and city committees should fellow much mre closely the 
changes being produced in the organisations and life of the economic units, par= 
ticularly in the enterprises and agricultural production cooperatives and thev 
should take much more efficient action to bring into agreement the structure of 
the party organigacions with the changes occurring, 


Hh. The party's base organizations at least once a year should analyze in the gen- 
eral meetings how activity is taking place for party and revolutionary education 
of the new members accepted into the party and how they are doing the tasks en- 
trusted to them, 


The party's municipal, city and commune committees should regularly organize meet~- 
ings of the -adres with responsible work with new party members, where they should 
talk to them about the program goals established by the 12th party congress, the 
main taske belonging to the party organizations from the decisions of the RCP Cen- 
tral Committee plenums, from the speeches and indications of the party's secretary 
general, the increased requirements facing each communist in the current stage in 
the etruggle to implement the program for creating the multtlaterally developed 
socialist soctaty. 


9, The RCP Central Committee Commission for organizational problems of the party 
and estate and mass and public otgantzations and the ideological commission should 
guide and have permanent checks of the county party committees on the way in which 
they are concerned with strengthening the party ranks, with the political-ideologi- 
cal education of the party members with a view to the study and well-based knowledge 
of the party statutes, rise in their pe'itical responsibility, combativeness and 
revolutionary spirit; during the meetings being organized centrally or by groups of 
counties with the secretaries and heads of organizational and pro aganda sections 

of the county party committees there should be regular discussions of the methods 
used and the results obtained in the activity of numerically and quaiitatively strength- 
ening the party ranks, of party, revolutionary and patriotic education of communists. 


10. The press and radio-television section of the RCP Central Committee should insure 
regular discussion uf the major problems of the development of socialist awareness and 
of the behavior of workers in our country, of discipline end communist morals and 

all this should be in the central and local party press, radio and television; there 
should be a broad popularization of advanced experience in the area of the activity 
for the quality strengthening of the ranks of party organizations and revolutionary- 
party education of party members and, at the same time, they should take a more in- 
transigent position toward any backward tendencies and demonstrations and criticize 
the shortcomings making their place in these important areas of party work. 


Practical implementation of the 12th party congress decisions and decisions of the 
Central Committee plenum and of the indications of Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, secre- 
tary general of the party, regarding the continued strengthening of the party ranks, 
improvement in the party's organizational structure, intensification o* the politi- 
cal-organizational work of all the party organizations are the firm guarantee of an 
increase in the party's leading role in all the country's social-economic life and 
implementation of the party program to create the multilaterally developed : ocialist 
society and direct Romania toward communisn. 


8071 
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ROMANTA 


RCP PLENUM RESOLUTION ON IMPLEMENTATION OF CADRE POLICY 
Bucharest BULETINUL OFICIAL in Romanian Part I No 22, 31 Mar 81 pp 9-11 


[Decision of the Plenum of the Central Committee of the Romanian Communist Party 


on the Activity Carried Out in 1980 by Party, State Organs and Mass Organizations 
To Implenent the Party's Cadre Policy) 


[Text] Taking action with perseverence and high resporsibility tc implement the de- 
cisions of the 12th party congress on the country's social-economic development and 
the guidelines and indications of Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, the party's secretary 
general, the party and state organs and leaders of mass and public organizations 
have been concerned consistently with improvement in the entire activity of imple- 
menting the party's cadre policy. 


Important achievements gained in this important area of party work are indissolubly 
linked with the scientific nature of our party's concept of the urganization of the 
activity for the selection, training, promotion and education of cadres. Our par- 
ty's secretary general, Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, has made a decisive contribution 
to working out and implementing the cadre policy, to crystalizing certain strictly 
substantiated innovative pvrinciples and criteria; he has given this activity a revo- 
lutionary concept and clear perspective. The communist self-denial, permanent tie 
with Life and with the producers of material and spiritual values, spirit of sacri- 
fice and boundless abneSation of Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu for all the party organs, 
for the entire aktiv, for all communists and for the broad masses of worke:; repre- 
sent a brilliant inspiring example in their tireless struggle they are carrying out 
to raise Romania to the high heights of socialism and communism. 


On che basis of the party secretary general's clearsighted guidelines and indica- 
tions, the party and state organs and organizations and the leaders of mass and 
public organizations have worked out their own programs, whose basic goal is the 
continued improvement in cadre work so that in this sector, too, the requirement 
formulated by the party leadership to change quantitative accumulations into a new 
superior quality is achieved, while the activity of the selection and promotion of 
cadres should increase even more substantially the contribution to fulfilling the 
leading role of the party in all the country's economic and social-cultural life 
with good results. 


I. Im accordance with the guidelines and orientations continually given by Comrade 
Nicolae Ceausescu, the RCP Central Committee commission for problems of party and 
state cadres has concentra’ed the efforts of the local party organs, of the leaders 
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of ministries and central inetitutes for raising exactingness toward political, 
professional and moral qualities of the cadres proposed for leadership jobs 
and for coneiatently respecting the principles, criteria and standards for pro- 
moting cadres in all sectors of activity. 


As a result, in 1980 a Large number of cadres with solid vocational and political- 
ideological training and with experience in the areas in which they were working 
were promoted in the party apparatus, in leaderships of the mass organizations, in 
the people's councils, in the economy and in other areas, meeting the criteria es- 
tablished for the jobs to which they were named. 


In accordance with the line established by the party leadership, the party organs 
and organizations have shown growing concern with promoting the best cadres in 
leadership jobs from among the workers, peasants, engineers and other social cate- 
gories, insuring that, overall, the composition of cadres express the position and 
historic mission of the working clase in the leadership of our socialist society 
and insure the implementation of the party's role as the vital center of our entire 
eocial organism with even better results. Some 77 percent of the party apparatus 
are cadres coming from the workers, 89 percent in the trade unions and 80 percent 
in the UTC apparatus are workers, foremen and technicians. More than 72 percent of 
the chairmen of the agricultural production couperatives are peasants, foremen and 
farming technicians, 12 percent are engineers, veterinarians and other cadres with 
higher studies. One may state that the vocational structure of cadres in the party 
apparatus, state apparatus and mass organizations and in the economy is creating the 
best conditions for fulfilling tasks in the particular areas. 


Sustained concern of the local party organs with promoting e large number of women 
to responsible jobs also continued in 1980 in accordance with the tasks established 
by the party leadership for more and more full assertion of women's ability to do 
activities in all sectors of social-economic life. Currently, women represent 37 
percent of the secretariats of the county and municipal committees, 20 percent are 

in jobs as secretaries of the commune party committees and city halls and 17 percent 
are in the party apparatus. Women represent 31 percent of the UTC apparatus. PDur- 
ing the trade union meetings and conferences in the trade union committees in enter- 
prises, institutions and communes, in city, municipal, county councils and committees 
of the trade unions by branch, nearly 40 percent of those elected are women. The 
election of an appropriate number of women to the organs of state power was insured 
in the elections of deputies which took place on 9 March 1980, so that they represent 
35 percent of the Grand National Assembly, 33 percent of the county people councils, 
37 percent of the municipal people's councils, 37 percent of the city people's coun- 
cile and 39 percent of the commune people's councils. 


Consistently applying our party's policy to insure full equality of rights for all 
citizens of the country, regardless of nationality, the party and state organs and 
mass crganizations continually have given attention to promoting the best cadres 

from among the cohabiting nationalities to leadership jobs. This has determined that 
»oth overall as well as in the locations where workers of other nationalities also live 
and carry out their activity alongside the Romanians, the composition of the cadres 
corresponds to the national structure of the population. 


The local party organs have given special attention to keeping an appropriate pro- 
portion of cadres’ ages, which permit utilization of the experience and maturity of 
the older cadres together with the selection and promotion of a higher number of 




















young, well-trained cadres with enthusiasm and power to work, which insauies that 
both the tranemittal of work experience, organization and leadership as well as 
the formation and assertion of new generations of young cadres will be achieved 
in the process of renewal of cadres, 


Taking action on the basia of the party leadership's decisions, the party and 

state organs and masse organizations have given priority attention to the political- 
ideological and vocational training of the cadres, to a more thorough study of ti» 
party's foreign and domestic policy, to specialized knowledge as well as in the 

area of the organization and scientific leadership of work and production, specific 
to the sectors in which they carry out their activity. Last year many cadres from 
the party apparatus, the UTC, trade unions, people's councils, economic units, the 
press, publishing houses and other areas graduated from daytime and correspondence 
courses at the Stefan Gheorghiu Academy and intercounty schools or they were includ- 
ed in forms for advanced training organized at the Stefan Cheorghiu Academy and in- 
tercounty party echools,in the first 5-year cycle which ended in 1980. One may state 
that, overall, the party decision provisions on cadre training in the 1976-1980 stage 
were fulfilled. Both in the party schools as well as the training series which took 
place last year a special emphasis was placed on a well-based knowledge of the docu- 
ments of the L2th party congress, the ideas of high theoretical and practical value 
included in Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu's speeches on a thorough knowledge of social- 
economic process, goals, tasks and means for promoting worker self-leadership and 
economic sel f-administration, and the new economic-financial mechanism and general- 
ization of the positive experience gained in all areas. 


The party organs and organizations have carr‘ed out sustained and continuous work 
to educate the cadres in a revolutionary spirit, to strengthen discipline and res- 
ponsibility in carrying out their duties, to develop initiative and »* attitude of 
full responsibility for the tasks eetablished by the party in each area of activi- 
ty, to have precise respect for the country's laws and standards of socialist ethics 
and equity. Adoption and application of the law on the duty of leadership cadres 
and party and state activists to declaretheir items of value and personal property 
and the exactingness and firmness with which shortcomings in work and behavior of 
some cadres were fought, strengthening of party control were powerful educational 
levers, contributing to the development of socialist awareness and of the progres- 
sive moral-political features of the powerful detachment of cadres which the party 
has available. 


Together with the concern for the selection, promotion and education of ‘eadership 
cadres, the party organs, ministries and industrial centrals have given greater 
attention to the training and providing of qualified workers, foremen and special- 
ists needed for the normal flow of the production process in the units in industry, 
agriculture and other sectors. In 1980 the national economy received 428,000 qual- 
ified workers and 36,700 graduates of higher education. 


Il. Stressing the positive results obtained in implementing the party's cadre poli- 
cy, the RCP Central Committee plenum pointed out that in 1980 shortcomings and laps 
existed in the work done by the party organs, mass orsanizations, miniscries and 
central institutes for the selection and promotion of the best cadres and this activ- 
ity in some places was not organized and led in acco dance with the tasks established 
by the party leadership. 


Requiring that the party and state organs, the mass organizations, the leaders of 
ministries and central institutes continue to improve their activity of implementing 
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the party's cadre policy and steadfast application of the party decisions on the 
selection, promotion, training and education of cadres, the RCP Central Committee 
plenum established the following: 


1. The bureaus of county, municipal, city and commune party committees should 
analyze during the first half of 1981 how the activity ie going for the selec~ 
tion, promotion and education of cadres, particularly with regard to providing 
for all leadership jobs competent people with exemplary morale and who are deeply 
devoted to the party cause. With this occasion the way in which the commissions 
for party and estate cadre probleme are fulfilling their duties as conferred by 
decision of the Central Commiccee also should be examined. 


2. All local party organs should finalize the single long-range plans for the 
selection and promotion of cadres for 1981-1985 and this should be completed by 
30 June 1981 and forwarded to the RCP Central Committee Commission for problems 
of party and state cadres. 


3s, The party and stat« organs and mass organizations are to review and complete 
by” 30 April 1981 the reserve adres, seeking to broaden the stock of them with the 
best cadres in each area of activity, with real prospects for growth and promotion. 


Special attention is to be given to the selection and inclusion in the reserve 
stock of a greater number of cadres for jobs as secretary of commune party commit- 
tees, vice chairman of commune people's councils, chairmen of the agricultural pro- 
duction cooperatives, other leadership jobs in the economic units in industry, ag- 
riculture and construction, to the political and vocational training of those in- 
cluded in the stock of reserve cadres, to drawing them into the compilation, sub- 
stantiation and implementation of measures and decisions and into the fulfillment 
of political, economic and social tasks. 


4. There is to be consistent continuation of concern with selection and promotion 
of the best cadres from among the women to party and state organs and apparatuses, 
mass organizations, in leadership jobs in the economy and other sectors of activity. 
The bureaus of the county party committees and leadership councils of the ministries 
are to provide that women be promoted in the economic units in which women are in 
the majority in total number of worker personnel, at least in jobs as party commit- 
tee secretary and director. At the end of the first half of 1981 the county party 
committees and leaders of the ministries and central institutes are to inform the 
party leadership of the measures taken and the results obtained in promoting cadres 
from among the women in proportion to the tasks established by the RCP Central Com- 
mittee. 


5. The party and state, mass and public organiz*«tions and organs are to take mea- 
sures so that all cadres on their lists fit into the appropriate forms of political- 
ideological and vocational training and a continued rise in level of knowledge. 


Cadres from party organs and apparatus, from mass organizacions, from the economy 
and state administration who have real prospects for growth aid promotion in work 
are to be selected and sent to take courses of the Stefan Gheorghiu Academy, of the 
party's intercounty schools and other forms for advanced political-ideological train- 
ing. 

















The party organs, the masse organizations, ministries and central inetituctons are 
to insure participation in advanced training courses for all cadres provided in 
the program in the periods established, 


6. The party organs and organizations are to give special attention to the party edu- 
cation of all cadres in a revolutionary spirit, to growth in their responsibility 
toward fulfilling their taske in the particular sectors of activity, showing in- 
tiansigence and firmness against shortcomings and deviations, attitudes of red 

tape and self-thanks, of violating the standards of socialist ethics and equity. 

It is to be insured that an annual evaluation of the cadres and the qualifications 
given are to be in full agreement with the specific results obtained in work and 

in public activity and with each person's behavior in the collective where he works, 
in his family, in his entire social life. 


7. The party organs, ministries, centrale and industrial enterprises are to give 
special attention to the training of the work force needed to fulfill the produc- 
tion plan, start of new industrial projects into operation and they are to take 
firm action so that the workers are polyqualified even from their period of school- 
ing so that they can adapt fast to the new requirements of production under the con- 
ditions imposed by the changes being produced in the plan structure of some produc- 
tion units. 


8. The organizational sections and the cadre and propaganda sections of the RCP 
Central Committee are to intensify their aid, guidance and checking on the activi- 
ty of the local party organs, of the ministries and centre instituces for the con- 
tinued improvement in the work of the selection, promotion, training and education 
of cadres and they are to take action so that the steadfast, firm application of the 
decisions, tasks and indications of the party leadership in the area of cadre poli- 
cy is insured. 
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RCP PLENUM RESOLUTION ON WORKERS SUCGESTIONS, COMPLAINTS 
Bucharest BULETINUL OFICIAL in Romanian Part I No 22, 31 Mar 81 pp 12-15 


[Decision of the Plenum of the Central Committee of the Romanian Communist Party 
on Workers' Complaints and Petitions Sent to the Party Leadership, to Party and State 
Organs and to Mass and Public Organizations During 1980) 


[Text] During 1980, just as in every year, the most important events in the coun- 
try's life for many citizens from all social categories were the occasions for them 
to express their total adherence to the domestic and foreign policy of our party 

and state, through letters and telegrams, as well as thanks for the achievements ob- 
tained in the social-economic development of society in the 15 years which have passed 
since the 9th party congress and since “omrade Nicolae Ceausescu has been at the head 
of the party. 


Demonstrating high responsibility for the country's fate, the workers have expressed 
their full agreement with the party decisions and the laws adopted in this period, 
with the content of Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu's speeches, satisfaction with the per- 
manent concern of the party leadership for achieving a new, high quality for work and 
life in all sectors of the national economy, for extending and strengthening ties 
with the masses, consistent promotion of the standards of socialist ethics and equity 
in our society. Through numerous proposals and critical observations, they have made 
an important contributior to improving the draft laws placed into public discussion 
during the year and to in»roving social-economic activity, at the same time expres- 
sing the determination to do everything to increase the country's economic power and 
raise the material and spiritual well being of all the people. 


During 1980 the party leadership, ministries, other central institutions, county, 
municipal and city party and state organs,central and local mass and public organ- 
izations as well as the press and radio-television were addressed by 1,760,938 citi- 
zens (912,347 in letters and 848,591 in audiences). 


It is important that mo~e than 286,000 citizens formulated in their letters and in 
audiences proposals and lett rs of general interest referring to social-economic 
activity, of which nearly 65 percent proved to be useful and well-founded, being of 
real use in improving activity in the industrial and agricultural units, in con- 
struction, transportation, health protection and other sectors. At the same time, 
workers sent many petitions of personal interest, of which around 41 percent were 
solved in their favor, while the others did not meet legal conditions or, for ob- 
jective reasons, still have not been resolved. 











from the analysis made we see a slight reduction in letters sent to t.¢ party 
juadersilo compared with the preceding year and, at tle same time, 4 larve change 
in the proposale and letters toward the local party organs regarding the activi- 
ty in the industrial units, cultural inetitutions, health protection, party life 
and behavior of cadres, This proves the growth in the responsibility and concern 
of the partteular organs with the areas mentioned, a fact noted by the workers who 
are sending them with more and more faith. Another positive fact is the growth in 
number of citigens received in audiences at the ministries and other central or- 
gale , 


The consistent coneern of the party leadership with insuring that the party organe 
and organizations and the state and public organs provide competent, principled 

and ettective solutions to the proposals, letters and requests of the workers, the 
quarterly analysie of the Secretariat of the Central Committee and half-vyearly an- 
alyeie of the Political Executive Committee of the activity for resolving the 
letters sent to the party leadership, the annual discussion in the RCP Central Com- 
mitteeplenum of the report on the work with letters and audiences, the personal ex- 
ample of Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu for solving the problems of the people's work 
and life have brought substantial improvements in the activity in this area. 


As in previous years, many letters with important contents sent to the party's sec- 
retary general were solved on the spot from their express indice:ion and under the 
direct responsibility and guidance of RCP Central Committee secretaries or vice 
chairman of the government, with measures being taken to eliminate the shortcomings 
and to improve activity in various areas. 


The sections of the Central Committee, the Central College of the Party, the Cen- 
tral Council of Worker Control of Social and Economic Activity, central and local 
press organs and radio-television have made an important contribution to combatting 
and eliminating formalism, bureaucratic demonstrations and other shortcomings in 
work with letters and audiences, a contribution to eliminating the shortcomings 
signaled in social-economic activity and they have dwelled more on knowledge and 
respect for the lawse and the standards of socialist ethics and equity. 


The Central Committee plenum felt that the party and state organs, the mass and 
public organizations have acted with much more responsibility for practical ap- 
plication of the measures established by the RCP Central Committee and the RCP Cen- 
tral Committee Political Executive Committee in the area of activity with letters 
and audiences and for the competent and effective solution of the workers’ justi- 
fied petitions and intimations. 


Collectives which were coordinated by leadership cadres with the right to take mea- 
sures directly, on the spot, were organized more frequently in order to research 
the intimations with a more special content. In many counties the method was ex- 
tended for hearing citimns in the locations where they reside and at their jobs 
by the leadership cadres from the counties and municipalities. Also, the responsi- 
bility of the workers collectives was involved to an increasingly greater extent by 
having them discuss the conclusions resulting from the check on certain intimations. 


At the same time, the concern of the party organs, leaders of the organs and central 
and local state institutions was extended for broader utilization of the conclu- 
sions resulting from the investigations of certain intimations and complaints. 
Proceeding from the conclusions resulting from the checks, action was taken for a 
better organization of production in the industrial and agricultural units, for the 
application of measures to save fuel, energy and raw materials and improve the qual- 
ity of housing construction and so forth. 
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fhe content of the proposals and intimations regarding the activity in the tn 
dustrial unite has brought out the workers’ heightened concern with eliminating 
the shortcomings making proper application of the new economic=finaneial mech- 
aniem more difficult, What have proven to a great extent to be well-founded eriti 
clams have been those aimed at the failure to use machinery and equipment at thet, 
capacity, the failure to have a steady rate ofsupply to the jobs, irrational use 
of the supply of time, acts of indiscipline and disorder, insufficient concern 
with utiligation of recoverable materials, procrastination in introducing new 
technologies, inventions, and innovations into production, the waste of fuels, 
energy, raw materiale and materiale and the lack of exactingness and responsibil- 
ity from some cadres in the unite, 


Checking on the letters which concern some shortcomings in agriculture, particular= 
ly in the agricultural production cooperatives, has brought out many defects in the 
organization of work, acts of indiscipline and poor responsibility for the taske 

of certain leadership councils and chairmen of agricultural production cooperatives. 
These causes to a large extent have brought the failure to carry out certain main- 
tenance and harvesting jobe on time, a fact which has led to obtaining small pro- 
duction and losses of products in some unite, higher mortality on some zootechni- 
cal farms, shortcomings in the recording and storage of products and failure to 
have sensible use of the land fund and other irregularities. 


The fairness has been evaluated of the workers’ proposals and intimations on the 
insufficient concern of some people's councils with having the citizens respect 

the provisions of the law on systematization, maintenance of the state's housing 
fund and improvement in the quality of housing construction, the shortcomings et’ 11 
persisting in joint transport as well as the defects which have been demonstrated 
in trade and service activity for the population. 


The activity to solve the letters on problems of labor legislation has brought out 
the need to increase the concern of the party organizations and workers’ councils 

in the unite with respect for the safety standards of work, knowledge and strict 
and correct application of legislation by the leadership factors, strengthening of 
production discipline and having the worker personnel have knowledge of their duties 
and rights. 


Evaj uating the usefulness of the workers’ intimations on the activity and behavior 
of leadership cadres and other worker personnel, the plenum stressed the need to 
increase the combativeness of the party organs and organizations toward deviations 
and their concern with multilateral knolwedge of the people for consistent p -omo- 
tion of the principle of collective leadership and the spirit of concern in rela- 
tions with the citizens and for achieving systematic checking on the work and be- 
havior of the leadership cadres. 


The checks made to solve the intimations at the same time have brought out serious 
deficiencies in the activity of party organizations in some economic units and insti- 
tutions, attitudes of indulgence toward shortcomings, the formal nature of some edu- 
cational oections and the fact that there is not enough insistence on having ali 
workers have a well-founded knowledge of the content of party decisions. Generally, 
little still is being done for a knowledge of the legislation, primarily by the fac- 
tors applying it but also by all concerned citizens. In this direction the activi- 
ty of the people's councils still leaves much to be desired, although they are re- 
quired by law to organize and coordinate such actions. 




















ihe plenue telt that some shortcomings alse were shown in the activity with let- 
ters and audiences, along with the good reeults obtained, shortcomings for the 
elimination of whieh Lt is necessary to take action with all determination. 


Some shortcomings still are being maintained in the base unite and the Leadership 
cadres in enterprises and inetitutions=-particularly in the services which work 
with the public=-where not enough receptiveness is being shown to the proposals, 
intimations and petitions which are sent with care and concern for their legal 
solution; sufficient action ise not being taken in the work collectives in some 
enterprises and agricultural production cooperatives to raise the spirit of com- 
bativeness and mase opinion favoring the prevention of deviation; in many enter- 
prises the commissions for letters asd audiences in the party organization bu- 
reaus or committees have a formal existence, failing to be guided or checked; the 
city he'le in some communes for long periods of time have not gone out to the 
villages >elonging to them in order to have discussions with the citizens; the 
periodic analyseia of the activity with Letters and audiences being carried out by 
some party organs and organizations, ministries, people's councils, workers coun- 
ceils and trade wiion organizations still is of a formal nature and does not dwell 
on knowledge of the causes for some shortcomings and, as a result, no action is 
taken to eliminate them. 


All these shortcomings have made many citizens address the higher organs, includ- | 
ing the party leadership, with probleme which can and should be solved locally. | 


The Central Committee plenum adopted measures to continue improving the activity 
for competent and effective solution of the problems raised by workers in letters 
and audiences. 


Party and state organs and the mass and public organizations should concentrate 
their attention on creating the necessary climate in each base unit so that the 
workers can address them in full faith, written or verbally, with all the gen- 

al problems or personal problems which can be solved within legal regulations 

. thie level. Fulfillment of this task systematically and permanently will in- 
eure a more effective and complete solution to the problems, rise in the workers’ 
faith in che local party organs and organizations and in the organs of worker sel f- 
leadership and a rise in the masses’ participation in solving the problems raised. 


The greatest attention should continue to be given in all wits to the utiliza- 
tion of proposals and intimations on improvement in the economic and social activi- 
ties made by worker personnel through Letters and audiences as well as in the pen- 
eral workers meetings. 


The party and state organs should take measures to instruct personnel in the en- 
terprises, institutions and people's councils who work with the public to have 
respect for and strict application of the legal provisions and for civilized be- 
havior full of concern for the citizene. 


The ministries, central and local state and public organs and organizations, the 
county, municipal and city party committees «should make a periodic analvsis, bv 
areas, of the locations or wits from where they receive most of the letters and 
citizens in audience, their problems and the reasons for the intimations and com- 
plainte and they should take measures to eliminate then. 
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The local party organs are required to provide well-based inatruction, to guide 
and regular’y check on the workers commissions for letters and audiences in the 
party organisation bureeus or committees so that they can fulfill their tasks 
under the beet conditions, 


The collective leadership organe at all levels, on the basis of the conclusions 
resulting from periodic analyses made of the activity with letters and audiences, 
should bring to responsibility the leadership cadres who do not fulfill their 
duties and legal obligations in this area. 


The trade union organs should intensify and make permanent their activity to 
popularize labor legislationactivity among the masses, to have etrict checking 
and application of it and should request that those violating it should be brought 
to responsibility. 


The county party organs should exercise more regular che: ke and take measures for 
the city halle in communes which do not organize audiences in the component vil- 
lages in conformity with legal duties. 


The Central Party College, the RCP Central Committee organization and letters and 
audiences sections, the Central Council for Worker Control of Economic and Socal 
Activity should intensify their checks on the way in which the party and state or- 
ganes and the mass and public organizations apply RCP Central Committeed ecision, 
Law 1/1978 and other decisions later adopted on work with letters and audiences. 


The Central Committee expresses its conviction that the party organs and organi- 
zations, the state organs and the mass and public organizations and all party ac- 
tiviets will act with all firmness so that the activity of solving the proposals, 
criticieme and requests of the workers made through letters and audiences, con- 
tributes even more to strengthening the party's and state's ties with the masses, 
to making socialist democracy more profound, to solving the problems of general 
interest together with the citizens, to mobilizing the workers to participate even 
more actively in the exemplary tulfillment of the decisions of the 12th party con- 
egress and for social-economic development of the country at a sustained rate and 
continued rise in the people's well being. 
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EFFORTS TO UNIFY ROMANIAN TERRITORIBS RECALLED 
Bucharest ANALE DE ISTORTE in Romanian No 1, Jan-Feb 81 pp 8-98 


e8* by A. Deac and Gh. Bercan: "Struggle to Unify the Three Romanian Lands in 
e 17th Century. Gabriel Bethlen's Reign in Transyl~ania"/ 


ext? The centralised and independent s.ate of our Dacian a cestors, establi shed 
Burebista for more than 2,050 years in the Carpathian-Dambian-Black Sea area, 
was a political factor of the greatest importance to the entire evo’ ution cf events 


in that part of Europe. 


The intensive socioeconomic development of the ancient state of Dacia under the rwe 
of the wise and brave Decebal in the first century A.D. is permanently engraved in 
the consciousness of the Romanian people, the inheritors of the great virtues and 
traditions of their glorious ancestors. 


As we know the Dacian state and later the Romanian feudal states developed while the 
Rorarian people were surrounied by strong empires (Roman, then Byzantine, then the 
Hungarian and Polish kingdoms, and then the three great Ottoman, Habsburg and czar- 
ist empires), so that for millennia on end the Romanian people and their territory 
were subjected to expansionist plans and attempts at foreign domination. Under these 
circumstances, the struggle to defend their ancestral land, their very existence 
and their independence became a constant of their history. The formation of the 
principalities, the Romanian "lands" in the early Middle Ages, depended on their ex- 
ternal function of defense against invaders as well as the internal ones of further- 
ing socioeconomic and political development. This is evidenced by the heroic resis- 
tance of famous voievods like Gelu, Glad, Menumorut, Ioan, Farcas or Litovoi to the 
feudal Hungarian kingdom's expansionist attempts. Basarab I's Victory at Posada in 
1330 against the Hungarian king's invasion and Bogdan I's opposition to the rule of 
the same kingdom established the independence of Wallachia and Moldavia while Tran- 
sylvarnia, known in history as Middle Dacia, was temporarily dependent upon the feu- 
dal Hungarian kingdom although large parts of its territory (Fagaras, Almas and Se- 
verin in the south and Ciceiul et al. in the east) were ruied by Wallachian and Mol- 
davian princes. 


At the end of the lijth century and the beginning of the 15th the Ottoman invasion 
reached the Dambe and seriously threatended the independence of the Romanian feudal 
staves. There followed a difficult but glorious period of their history, one of 
struggle to check the Ottoman expansion and to safeguard the independent existence 
of the Romanian Lands, 
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Thie period was characterized by the successive assumption (depending upon a number 
of factors) by one of the three Romanian lands of the main role in organising milite:. 
resistance to the Ottoman Empire's offensive, as the forces of the other two ra. ed 
around each one, First Wallachia in the time of Mircea the Old (1386-1418) cheekeu 
the Ottoman penetration into the NORE eee area, and then Transylvania 
under Volevod Tancu de Hunedoara (11,)))-1456) played an important part in holding up 
the Ottoman offensive along the Danube toward Vienna. Then it was Wallachia again 
during the reign of Vlad Tepes, whose campaign in 1162 prevented the Ottoman Empire 
from annexing Wallachia, and then it was Moldavia under Stefan the Great, whose wars 
(especia’ly those in 1475-1476) stopped the Ottoman offensive toward Poland and the 
Ukraine, 


But when the Ottoman Empire became the predominant political-military power in the 
whole political-geographical area of Southeast Burope, the Romanian rulers alterna- 
ted the power of the sword with skillful use of political-diplomatic means, establish- 
ing special relations with the Porte,as part of the suserainty relationships general- 
ly characteristic of feudal Burope, in order to safeguard the independence of their 
lands coveted by many invaders for the riches created by the Romanian people. In the 
last few years Romanian historiography has speci emphasized analysis of these re- 
lations (1), pointing out that so far from being followed by a period of almost ab- 
solute Ottoran domination whereby some historians woulo characterize the Romanian 
Lands in the llth-1°th centuries, the chief result of the Romanians' struggles was 

to block Ottoman expansion and to maintain the autonomy of the Romanian states with- 
out interruption in the lith-19th centuries. This continuity was maintained against 
the backrround of events that led to the fall of a mumber of states on the continent. 
Whereas in 1390 there were 17 states and independent political units in Southeast 
Europe, there were only four left by 1500, namely the Ottoman Bupire, Wallachia, Mol- 
davia and the feudal Kingdom of Hungary. Shortly after 1526 the latter's existence 
as an independent state was interrupted for a rather long period by the occupation 
of one part of it by the Ottoman Empire and of another part by the Habsburgs. Note 
that Transylvania became entirely independent and established relations with the Ot- 
toman Bmupire like those of Wallachia and Moldavia because it preserved its own insti- 
tutions under Hungarian rule that it inherited from the old Daco-Romanian political 
organization and was semiautonomous after the Hungarian kingdom's defeat. Thanks to 
the Romanian people's fierce opposition to the invaders, the economic and political 
strength of the Romanian feudal states, and the prestige won i) glorious battles by 
the Romanian voievods and their armies, Wallachia, Transylvania and Moldavia could 
not be transformed into Turkish provinces (pashaliks). On the contrary, the Porte 
ha. to recognize the princes' power as well as the right of the Romanian Lands to 
free self-government according to its own laws and provisions, and it had to defend 
their territorial integrity in exchange for some sums of money they were obliged to 
pay the sultan and other benefits. In the sense of these treaties, called "capi tu- 
lations,” neither Moldavia nor Wallachia nor Transylvania was ever incorporated in 
the Ottoman Empire. They kept their independence in the sense of feudal relation- 
ships of suzerainty, and continued to exist with precisely defined borders with the 
neighboring countries, their own institutions and administrative and customs organi- 
zations, ruling princes, characteristic social-political activity, their own church 
closely related to the state, and a distinctive culture. 


During the existence of the three independent feudal states, Moldavia, Wallachia and 
Transylvania, this development was distinguished by its uniformity. The Romanian 
people developed continuously in the Carpathian-Danubian-Slack Sea area, which favor- 
ed the consolidation of their ethnic-linguistic and economic unity. So far from a 

















factor for separation and isolawon, the Carpathian chain with ite many passes was a 
factor for unity, a veritable spinal column of the Romanian area. Consequently the 
Transylvanian plateau, the mountain valleys, the mountains, the forests and the 
Plains formed 4 harmonious geographic environment with characteristics that favored 
the uniform development of the Romanian people and the uniform language they spoke 
without dialects in this area. Awareness of the common origin was maintained and a 
folk culture was developed with the same fundamental traits in all the provinces. 
Tne spontaneous economic exchange among the villages of farmers, herders and artisans 
as well as that organised through contacts among the three states (Moldavia, Transyl- 
varia and Wallachia) became ineveasingly intensive. The main factors in this uniform 
development were the same kind of economy and essentially the same structure of feu- 
dal society in the Middle Ages with the same distinctive features (a strong free pea- 
santry, the particular types of medieval city in the Romanian Lands, etc.). Note al- 
so the similar political structure, the same role of the prince's court and other po- 
litical instututions, legislative diffusion, and the uniform organisation of the Ro- 
manian church, 


Tn pointing out this fact, which became a basic cha ‘acteristic of the Romanian peo- 
ple's development, Nicolae Ceausescu said, "As we know, under the feudal system, which 
was characterised by state fragmentation, various political-administrative nuclei 
were formed on Romanian territory too, namely Wallachia, Moldavia and Transylvania. 
Nevertheless strong miltilateral ties and contacts among the three states 

developed because of the economic, social and cultural structures of 
whole territory inhabited by Romanians, their uniform language, and their intensive 
awareness of their common origin." (2 


In order to maintain and consolidate state autonomy, which was recognized but con- 
stantly threatened by the fully expanding Ottoman Expire, some princes realised that 
the expansionist attempts could be resisted only by forming the common front of the 
Romanian Lands, the constant political policy that graphically illustrates the organ- 
ic ties among all Romanian territories, and they often planned a concentration of the 
threatened states' forces to check the Ottoman peril and sa’eguard the advances of 
European civilization, 


The Romanians' struggles for complete freedom made increasingly clear the vital ne- 
cessity of political unification of the Romanian Lands as a basic aim determined by 
the Romanian people's historical development itself, 


To fulfill his people's ideals of unity ani sovereignty, serious\y threatened by the 
constant invasions of the Ottoman troops and the increasingly blatant interference 
of the Habsburg empire, Mihai Viteazul was t besin the national epic that would lend 
him the lasting admiration and recognition of the Romanians, and he emerged as a hero 
in the bavtles for state unity and full independence of the nation. He achieved the 
first political unification of the Romanian Lands (Wallachia, Transylvania and Molda- 
via) by bringing nearly all the territory of ancient Dacia under his authority. He 
ea the title of "prince of Wallachia, Transylvania and all Moldavia” at Iasi 

in li 00. 


The neighbor! + great powers of the time, the House of Austria, Poland and the Ottoman 
Expire, made every effort to defeat the unification in 1599-1600, but the Mihai Vite- 
azul movement made a major contribution to the development of the Romanians' nation- 

al consciousness, and the first unification remained as a motivating idea in the 
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consclousness of the generations until ite fu fillment in our century, in 1910. “he 
seed sown by Mihai "Would lie latent in Romanians' minds, adding to the whole the 
had drawn them together, so that when it sprouted later it would take on the sy oo.) 
value of foreshadowing the future uniform Romanian state." (3) 


With few exceptions, the older or more recent historians treating Mihai /iteazul's 
inification of the Romanian Lands have emphasised the internal conditions that made 
it possible, which conditions are beyond dispute (4), and underrated the external 
factors against the formation and maintenance of one Romanian state within the bor- 
ders of ancient Dacia, The existence of the Romanians in separate states, like tha’ 
of other peoples of modern times (16th-19th centuries) was primarily due to the con- 
flicting interests of the great powers. 


After Mihai Viteasul's , the fight for unity amd complete independence took va- 
rious forms in the 17th-1'th centuries, 


Mihai Viteasul crealea a strong political tradition. His deeds were remembered in 
ary subsequent attempt at anti-Ottoman resistance, and the united struggle of the Ro- 
sanian Lands and later their political unification (although brief) were examples in 
the century begun by Mihai “especially for the Transylvanian princes Gabriel Bathory, 
Mabriel Rethlen and the two Rakocays, whose enterprising policy it was to establish 
the Dacian kingdom,” (5) as well as the Wallachian and Moldavian princes, 


Collaboration among the Romanian Lands was more pronounced at the start of the 17th 
century, as historical expe:ience demonstrated the necessity of combining the efforts 
of the three provinces. Prince Radu Serban (1602-1611) carried on Mihai Viteazul's 
policy and concluded treaties on fully ecual terms with the Transylvanian princes 
Stefan Bocs (1605), Sigismund Rakoozy (1608) and the latter's successor Gabriel 
Bathorv 973) » who was allied to Constantin Movila of Moldavia by a treaty in the 
game year (6). 


None of the "heirs" (7) of Mihai Viteazul's »olitical ideal was as influenced by the 
ey ‘“Mallachian prince's personality and deeds in the immediately following century 
i an by Mihad as Gabriel Bethlen was. This is understandable when we consider that 
at the age of only 15 Bethlen took part in Mihai Viteazul's campaign against Sinan 
Pasha (1595) as Prince Sigismund Bathory's usher, and when he was 20 he witnessed 

the Romanian prince's greatest triumph, the unification of Wallachia with Transylvan- 
ia and Moldavia ina single state. As Prince Gabriel Bathory's general, Bethlen 
supported the former's policy of consolidating the economic and political unity of 
Transylvania, Wallachia and Moldavia. The failure of Bathory's undertaking in Wal- 
lachia and Moldavia, the defeat of the Transylvanian nobles' armies by the Wallach- 
ian prince Radu Serban near Brasov (1611), and the possibility of a “catastrophe” be- 
cause of the loss of the Transalpine principalities, which he considered closely con- 
nected with Transylvania, caused Bethlen to say, “Let us not lose this fatherland, 
because we would find another with difficulty or not at all. We are people belabored 
and beaten by many blows." (8) 


Without lending absolute credence to the chronicler Georg Kraus' account of the day 
and month of Bethlen's birth, since that information cannot be checked in the absence 
of other evidence, Bethlen saw the light of day in 1580 in Tia on the banks of the 
Mures in the District of Hunedoara, in a family of ranking nobles. His childhood 

and youth were spent at Sigismund Bathory's court under the supervision of Stefan 
Bocskay, and he was strongly influenced by the latter's ideas (Bocskay, a confirmed 
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Calvinist, pursued a policy based on his religious belief). He knew Romanian from 
ehildhood, and he wae familiar with both Wallach‘a and Moldavia, He was Bocskay's 
confidant until Bocskay's death, and then he fought to place Gabriel Bathory on the 
throne of Transylvania, serving him with devotion until the end of his reign, In the 
fall of 1612 Gabriel Bethlen fled to the Turks, since he could no longer tolerate 
the prince's dissolute life and tyrannical rule and he sensed that Bathory wanted to 
do away with him. The sultan received him in a secret audience at Adrianople and 
helped him gain the throne of Transylvania. With Ottoman, Wallachian and Moldavian 
aid, Bethlen invaded Transylvania in the following year and drove out Bathory, who 
was to be killed in Oradea (9), 


With the support and recognition of the Ottoman Porte, Gabriel Bethlen was prince of 
Transylvania from 1613 to 1629, In hie time Transylvania enjoyed a quasi-autonomy 
under the Porte's suzerainty, with a regime similar to that of its sister Romanian 
provinces, Moldavia and Wallachia, 


Hostile to the Hungarian crown, the Habsburg dynasty ami the Catholic religion, he 
identified his economic and political interests with the eastern states (Moldavia, 
Wallachia and the Ottoman Empire). Proclaimed prince of Transylvania on ?3 October 
1613 by the Transylvanian Diet at Alba Iuiia and the princes of Wallachia and Molda- 
via, who were present at the coronation, Bethlen respected throughout his reign the 
wish expressed to him by the Transylvanian Councils, composed of representatives of 
the privileved Hungarian, Saxon and Szekler ruling classes: “Let it be agreed with 
the voievods of Moldavia and Wallechia, who are even mow in this country, that they 
will enhance the security of the country by their proximity." (10) This expressed 
a whole historical experience. Tie security of Transylvania was assured by its mul- 
tilateral ties with Moldavia and Wallachia. It was a conclusion reached even by the 
Diet, representing the privileged Hungarian, Saxon and Szekler ruling classes. When 
he came to the throne of Transylvania in 1613, Bethlen gave his hand to the two voie- 
vods (the Romanian ones present, namely Radu Mihnea of Wallachia and Stefan Tomsa of 
ar and they swore to be brothers and not to abandon each other until death." 
1 


Thanks to his political, military and diplomatic skills, his ability as an organizer 
of the Principality of Transylvania and the good management that he brought to it, 
Gabriel Bethlen's 16-year reign was an important period in Transylvanian history with 
noteworthy economic, political and external results. 





A believer in reforming absolutism, he sought to put an end to feudal anarchy by re- 
stricting the power of the magnates, displaying some understanding of the lower so- 
cial strata, penalizing the abuses of the nobles, and trying essentially to streng- 
then the central power in the state. 


In order to free 1 power from the guardianship of the magnates, the prince 
swelled the ranks of the. ty nobility by massive grants of titles. later he in- 
creased the state revenues y revoking the alienations made by his predecessors. 

The Diet, through which the nobles controlled the central authority, was to be con- 
vened less frequently, and as of 1623 no more than once a year. The role of the 
other instrument of feudal control, the Princely Council, was gradually diminished 
until it lost all influence (12), 


Moreover, in order to consolicate his central authority Prince Bethlen fostered the 
development of crafts and trade, instituted state monopolies, and set out to reform 


32 











fiseal policy. Transylvania's economic growth was due to the close economic ties it 
established with Wallachia and Moldavia, which favored further trace, "A man wt 
perior qualities of leadership, he understood the political implications of a hin .y 
complex situation, He particularly understood the economic and political importan « 
of the other two Romanian lands to Transylvania's interests.” (13) Transylvania a) 
so expanded ite economic ties with a number of western states during Bethlen's re... 
"At that time Gabriel Bethlen formed such contacts with the buyers in the Venetian Ke- 
public that he maintained an extensive correspondence and commercial exchanges with 
them throughout his lifetime, especially through agents of his like the Venetian mer- 
chant Daniel Nys, to whom he sent thousands of cow and ox hides every year.... and 
much wax and mercury, receiving in exchange precious stones, silks and especially 
unexampled textiles and many other things.” (14) “his flourishing trade enabled the 
prince to enhance the prestige of his court by bringing to Transylvania some famous 
musicians (the Spanish guitarist and dancer Don Diego, the organists Ioan Preusinger, 
Mihail Hermann, Toan Thosselius et al.) and some talented artists and craftsmen from 
Italy (Toan Landi from Mant’a, Augustin Lerena from Venice), Germany and Poland (ma- 
sons, carpenters, stonecutters, sculptors, limestone cutters, velvet cutters etc.). 
Many cities were endowed with beautiful monuments and buildings (Alba Iulia, Vintul, 
Fagaras and Blaj), and extensive restorations were made in others. "Gabriel Bethlen 
made his name immortal throughout the world by the foregoing and by the inspired 
works of art for which he made innumerable outlays.’ (15) And finally it should be 
mentioned that "Gabriel Bethlen ordered Italian master glass blowers to be brought 
from a) is from Murano, who made good crystal at Porurbacu in Tara Fargara- 
sului."” (1 


Bethlen's innovating spirit also influenced education. A school with the status of 
an academy was founded at Alba Iulia, where professors taught who were brought in 
from abroad. It is interesting to note that the prince insisted upon equipping the 
new institution with a printing plant (17). In this way he developed his court at 
Alba Iulia as an important political and cultural center of the period. During G. 
Bethlen's reign Transylvania was characterized by a late renaissance of religious 
movements. The “accepted” (recognized) churches were the Catholic, Lutheran, Unitar- 
ian and Calvinist churches, while the Orthodox religion, predominant among the major- 
ity of the Romanian population, was still regarded as as "tolerated" one. Hoping to 
consolidate a Protestant state, Bethlen gave priority to the Calvinist faith, and he 
accordingly displayed special concern for Protestants (He founded a school of higher 
education at Alba Iulia and sent youths to study in Holland and England, both Protes- 
tant countries), an aversion to Catholics, and tolerance for Anabaptists, Jews and 
members of the Orthodox Church, whom he would have liked to convert to Calvinism. 


For political reasons Bethlen took a certain interest in the religious question as 
well as the cultural problems of the Romanians in Transylvania. In 1615 Bishop Teo- 
fil of Prislop was confirmed in his office, and in 162 the Romanian priests' old 
privileges were restored to them, namely exemption from rent paid in grain and cat- 
tle. By harsh decrees, the prince stopped the oppressions of the Hungarian magnates 
and protected the Romanian villages in the District of Bistrita (Decree 123) by ex- 
empting them from further rentals, and he had the Bible translated and printed in 
Romanian (16), The latter efforts had one advant>ce: They favored translation, 
printing and distribution of religious books in the Romanian language, because ac- 
cording to the new faiths the services were to be held for each people in their own 
language. The Orthodox Church "as tolerated," like the very position of the Romani- 
ans as a nation, was in a more than precarious material situation. Ina letter of 

2 September 1629 to G. Bethlen, Chiril Lucaris, the patriarch of Constantinople, 
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said sadly “how abandoned, miserable, harmful and disgraceful for Your Highness’ 
country is the fate of the Romanian priests subject to Your Highness." (19) 


These measures were accompanied by a brisk campaign to convert the Romanians to Cal- 
viniem., When the efforts proved fruitless Bethlen considered proceeding officially, 
requesting the approval of the Orthodox patriarch of Constantinople, Chiril Lucaris, 
known as an admirer of Protestantism, in order to ask him to encourage the Transylva- 
rian Romanians not to oppose Calvinism. The patriarch, who had once lived in Wallach- 
ia, proved unmoved by the prince's arguments and in his reply did not forget to re- 
mind him of "the tle of blood and feeling that exists in secret but all the more 
strongly between the Romanians in Transylvania and the inhabitants of Wallachia and 
Moldavia. They will certainly obstruct this, if not with arms at least by secret in- 
citements." (20) 


Without denying the good effect of Bethlen's measures on behalf of the Romanians, we 
must point out that the bourgeois Hungarian historians greatly exaggerated the im- 
portance of these measures. In the first place, they were sporadic and affected only 
a small portion of the Romanian population, In the second place, the Romanians had 
to support .ost of the huge costs of war, at a time when their obligations to the 
state had been increased, Furthermore, there were also military quarterings, a true 
curse, and payment of a cash contribution to maintain the army. And we must not for 
get that Bethlen was engaged in the war against the Habsburgs for half of his reign. 


The economic development of the principalities as well as the political consolidation 
of the internal position of the principalities, which was aided to a great extent by 
the connections with the other Romanian lands, Moldavia aod Wallachia, caused Bethlen 
to maintain a foreig:: policy of solidarity with the rrinces of Moldavia and Wallachia 
throughout his lifetime 2nd his reign and to be on terms of suzerainty with the Porte, 
which assured him freedom of movement for his plans that went beyond the frontiers 

of Transylvania. 


All the official documents and contemporary ‘testimony indicate that relations with 
Moldavia and Wallachia were ones "of peace, good neighbors and sometimes even of 
friendship, especially with Marcu Voda the exile and with some of the Movilesti." 
(21) As contrasted with his predecessor Gabriel Bathory, who worked against Wallach- 
ia although he promised at the start of his reign to maintein good neighbor relations 
with the two Romanian lands, throughout his reign Bethlen respected the wish that 

the Transylvanian Councils had expressed to him on 23 October 1613. 


Bethlen also concluded a treaty of alliance with Radu Mihnea, who was then in Molda- 
via, at Soroca on 26 September/6 October 1617. It said in that treety, "We,Radu Mih- 
nea, by grace of God prince of Moldavia, Wallachia and the Trensalpine regions, the 
lawful and permanent heir to them etc. 


"We entrust this declaration to the memory of all and each and every one, in any sta- 
tus, position, function, honor, prestige or rank, to serve them as a guide. All know 
how pleasing and honorable before God and how beneficial to the men in this world are 
unity among them and the brotherly love which we also hope with all our power to ac- 
complish (if possible) for the general good with all our neighbors on the borders 

and especially with our well-wishers. Therefore we have met face to face here at So- 
roca in our country of Moldavia with our honorable and gracious neighboring prince, 
our dearly beloved and reknowned brother Gabriel Bethlen, by God's will and our migh- 
ty emperor's order voievod of Transylvania, lord of parts of Hungary and captain of 
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the Szeklers. And by common accord we have formed an alliance one with the other, His 
Majesty with us and we with His Majesty, for sacred and sincere peace, good nolgh!.: 
relations and eternal brotherhood after the Christian fashion and custom, in wri tin, 
and under oath, 


"First, we pledge ourself to His Majesty under oath that both as a prince and without 
that rank (as a private person) we shall bear with His Majesty in both good and bad, 
being sincere and loyal to him as our dear brother, and we shall be the friend of his 
friend and the enemy of his enemy. 


“Second, upon seeing or hearing of any trouble of Hie Majesty's we shall take his part 
at our entire expense with our armies and all our potentials, provided that His Majes~- 
ty, as he has faithfully promised us, will bear with us in all our troubles in the 
foreroing way and that he will help us. 


"In confirmation of this matter we have written this our letter of good faith, .rit- 
ten by our hand and confirmed by our own seal. Written in our camp in Cimpul de la 
Soroca, 26 September 1617 A.D." (22) 


G. Bethlen also concluded a treaty of "friendly peace" with Gavrila Movila at Tirgo- 
viste on 18 July 1619, wherein they both swore to their mutual good faith and made 
their pledges. This treaty of alliance said, "We, Gavril Moghila, voievod of Walla- 
chia this side of the Carpathians, lawful and permanent prince etc. make it known to 
all concerned that we well know and consider that good relations with the neighboring 
countries must be maintained and enhanced in order to strengthen any great power, 

The sooner any prince will see the exhaustion of both his and his country's powers, 
the more effective and praiseworthy he will be when he overcomes that weakness and 
reinforces it through the good will of the neighboring countries. Therefore we, 

in our concern for this our Wallachian land, consider greater than we our present 
worthy and honorable lord Gavril Bethlen, prince of Transylvania, lord of the Hungar- 
ian regions and earl of the Szeklers etc. Therefore we, first acknowledging not only 
His Majesty's good will but also his good deeds for us and his good will not only for 
the worthy lords before us, have sent our high and honorable officials, Papa Logo- 
fatul (Greciam) and Apostol Postelnicul, to His Majesty so that His Majesty will 
deign to conclude a sacred and friendly alliance on the best terms with us and with 
our country. When His Majesty has received this mission out of Christian motives 
and with great benevolence and has first heard the terms of our desired alliance, 

and after His Majesty has made the corrections in what he wished to improve both for 
our part and for both parties, (we pledge ourselves) by the terms in writing that we 
have set as follows: 





"l, First, according as we have truly and honestly pledged ourself to His Majesty 
to be well disposed and perform friendly services for him, we shall never harbor hos- 
tile thoughts et any time either against the personal dignity of His Majesty the 
prince or against his country or against his subjects. We shall not oppose His Ma- 
Sesty or his country either secretly or openly, nor shall we allow our subjects to 
work against him nor lend them aid, but we shall be guided by our genuire, honest 
and friendly good will in all our deeds. 


"2. Second, through our representatives and servants at the Sublime Porte we shall 
watch not only over the peace and welfare of His Majesty and his country but also 
over our welfare and that of our country. And if we see any ill will or intent 
against His Mejesty or his country in this or another quarter, wherever it comes 
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from, we shall notify His Majesty honestly and faithfully at the time and as soon as 
possible and, according to this agreement, we shall be well-wishers of His Majesty's 
well-wishers, friends of his friends, and enemies of his enemies... 


"3, At this time every year, to prove His Majesty's greater merit through good and 
noble efforts, we shall first visit His Majesty here for our part with suitable gifts, 
wherefore His Majesty, in his turn and in accordance with his princely merit, has 
promised to visit us at our embassy every year (...-) 


"8, Traders and merchants from both lands will have free crossing and will be able 

to trade in peace . cording to the laws of Transylvania. Neither persons nor anyone's 
cattle may be imprisoned in a foreign country, whoever is tried before the judges and 
obligated, if he does not meet with justice there and after a sentence is received 
from his judge. 


"9, And if, God forbid, in time of war people flee from the enemy's plunder and rob- 
bery and take refuge in Wallachia from Transylvaria or in Transylvania from Wallachia 
together with their whole household and cattle, the refugees shall be given a place 
of shelter in both lands in peace and without being subject to any fee. And after the 
war is over they shall be allowed to return to their former homes in peace, together 
with all their property and cattle, This we truly and fully promise to observe in 
every respect for the welfare and sacred understanding both now and in the future of 
both principalities and countries, with all our understanding and skill. We agree to 
all the articles and commend and confirm them, promising and pledging ourself by the 
Christian faith, the savior of our soul, to observe these and the others exactly, 
permanently and ceaselessly throughout our whole life. And for greater faith and po- 
wer we have confirmed our honest letter with our seal and signature. 


"Written in our city of Tirgoviste on 5 May 1619." Signature of the prince. 


We, Vladica, together with the entire divan of His Highness the all-merciful prince 
and present voievod of Wallachia Gavriil Moghila and all the boyars and servants in 
the high offices and services of the country,who sign below, make it known to all 
concerned by this our letter that the high lord His Majesty the prince of Transylvan- 
ia, the illustrious and respectable Gabriil Bethlen etc. and His Majesty Gavriil Mo- 
shila the voievod, as they appeared, spoke with us concerning that which they includ- 
ed in the articles of the letter and which he wrote for faith, affixing his seal. 


"And we the entire divan of boyars and servants of the country agree to, confirm and 
firmly observe all that is contained in the letter of His Majesty the prince. And in 
confirmation and corroboration of what His Majesty has effected, and for the articles 
included in the letter, we have affixed our seals and signatures below in addition to 
the oath of our good faith. In Tirgoviste 5 May 1619." Signatu~es of the boyars. (23) 


Essentially the zeneral trends were toward coordination and concentration of inter- 
ests. Bethlen made every effort to create a state of lasting security on the south- 
eastern Transylvanian border, and he also needed the princes of Wallachia and Molda- 
via to defeat the claims to his throne made by Gheorghe Homonnai with the support of 
the Habsburg emperor Matia II. 


But political experience was to prove to Bethlen that “if Transylvania wished to re- 
main in peace and quiet" he must not give up Ottoman protection, because he would 
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risk falling under the rule of the Habsburg Bupire, “especially if Moldavia and Wal- 
lachia did not side with him." (2k) Bethlen knew how to oppose the measures taken 
by the Porte when his interests demanded it, 


His foreign policy was quite characteristic of the period, when Transylvania was /h- 
volved in the rivalry between the Porte and the Havsburgs, He maintained an anti- 
Habsburg position throughout his reign, coordinating his diplomatic and military ac- 
tions with the interests of the Ottoman Empire. He organized a powerful army, large- 
ly composed of mercenaries, But when he needed larger forces in his various military 
campaifns, he requested the direct aid of the earldoms in the principality and the 
friendly Romanian ~rinces, 


The general ties with the sister countries were intensified, and at a certain point 
Bethlen was justified in speaking of a "confirmed confederation." (25) This situe- 
tion enabled the prince to resist both Austrian and Ottoman pressures and [ransylvan- 
ia to play an important part in the 30 Years' War, and it strengthened the conviction 
that only when united in a single state unit could the Romanian Lands acquire superi- 
or economic, political and military power of which the great powers had to take ac- 
count in that part of Burope,. 


Prince G. Bethlen directed both his domestic and foreign policies almost alone. He 
did not want to employ the sons of the arrogant Transylvanian aristocrats in diplo- 
macy because he was afraid of their conspiracies. Neither did he appeal to the weal- 
thier elements of the Saxon bourgeoisie, but he often employed men whom he had ele- 
vated from lowly positions himself and accordingly felt more confidence in them (26). 


The Principality of Transylvania fully asserted itself in the constellation of auto- 
nomous states during Prince Bethlen's reign. 


The historian I. Lupas comments, "The personality of the Transylvanian prince Savriil 
Bethlen stands out among his contemporaries. During a reign of no more than a decade 
and one-half, he tried to restore the peace and peaceful coexistence of the various 
ethnic and religious elements within his country as well as good neighbor relations 
with the Romanien Lands. And more than that, both the circumstances of the time and 
his diplomatic competence enabled him to play a part in the first two phases of the 
30 Years' War (against the Habsburgs -- our note) that had consequences even for 
world history as a factor cleverly used by the Buropean coalition of Protestant 
states for purposes of the anti-Papist eifort." (27) 


Protopopul de la Saliste, the Romanian historian who best knew Bethlen's period, ad- 
ded that his accomplishments were iacilitated by his lasting ties of alliance and 
friendship with the princes in Moldavia and Wallachia. 


With the Porte's approval he participated in some ;hases (1621, 162) and 1626) of the 
30 Years' War, winning European recognition and great prestige for Transylvania. 


The conclusion of peace at Mikulov (Nikolsburg -- 1621), Vienna (162) and Bratislava 
(1626) brought Transylvania Buropean recognition, great influence among the Protes- 
tant states and a territorial gain (seven counties in the Hungarian regions /Partiun/ 
mostly inhabited by Romanians), In the course of those campaigns he wished to become 
king of Bohemia, Hungary and later of Poland. The Czechs preferred Frederic, the 
son-in-law of James, king of England, while the Hungarians rejected hin. The 
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Hungarian historian Gyula Seekfu had to say that the population of al) categories in 
the earldoms in the north and west of Hungary, which composed "the Kingdom of Hungary" 
ruled by the Habsburgs, did not want him and was partly even hostile to him. Nor did 
the religious argument ultimately operate in his favor, The Protestants were not too 
disgatiafled under the Habsburgs. The "classes" in Habsburg Hungary preferred the 
Hababure regime to Bethlen's absolutist and authoritarian tendencies, His expeditions 
to anew Hungary in 162 proved futile, and his appeale were unanswered, evaded 

a ural . 


The war against the Habsburg Bupire convinced Bethlen that Transylvania alone lacked 
the means for lengthy confrontation, especially with an enemy like Austria, just 
as Mihai Viteasul had been convinced of this truth a quarter of a century earlier in 
the battles with the Ottoman Empire. Bethlen devised the plan for uniting Transylvan- 
ia with Moldavia and Wallachia in a single state with the example of his predecessor 
in mind, 


Aa 4 politician of vision and penerally realistic, Bethlen tried first to unify the 
three countries' interests for purposes of a stable solidarity against enemies, and 
then he planned their political unity. The old Hungarian bourgeois historiography 
regaried as “unacceptable the fact that Gabriel Bethlen ever considered uniting Tran- 
sylvania with Wallachia and Moldavia in a Kingdom of Dacia." (26) 


Gyula Ssekfu, the most historian on Bethlen's period, writes that the 
plan for an intervention in Poland, where Sigismund III's anti-Protestant campaign 
was in full course, was formed in the last years of Bethlen's reign. He agreed to 
accept the crown of the Kingdom of Poland if it was formally offered to him, but no 
such invitation came, Szekfu adds, "Certain it is that in connection with the Polish 
idea he interfered in tiie affairs of the voievods of Moldavia and Wallachia at the 
Porte, supporting one and opposing the other with the Porte's aid. This interest in 
Wallachia in those years gave rise to the unfounded rumor that he was trying to unite 
Wallachia with Moldavia and preparing to assume the title of king of Dacia as the ru- 
ler of the three lands.” (79) 





Tt is worth noting here the comment of Academician Bela Kopeczi, who writes in his 
article "Gabriel Bethlen and His State" published in Budapest in the fall of 1960, 
“Toward the end of his life he was also interested in other plans, ~uch as gaining 
the Polish crown or creating the new Dacia by uniting Transylvania, Moldavia and Wal- 
lachia, but they remained only plans and his death prevented him from carrying out 
that undertaking.” (30) As we have seen, Bethlen's plan was based upon an economic 
and political reality, but it could not be accomplished then because of the interna- 
tional political situation (31). The plan had two alternatives. One is known from 
a letter of Thomes Roe to Gabriel Bethlen wherein the English ambassador wrote the 
prince that he had heard of the plan whereby he would convert to Catholicism and 
unite Transylvania, Wallachia and Moldavia with Austrian aid (32). In this altern- 
tive we should accept only the idea of unity, and not that of converting to Catholi- 
cism, which was merely a false rumor spread by the prince's enemies in order to dis- 
credit him in the eyes of his Protestant allies. Actually his marriage to Catherine 
of Brandenburg in March 1626 had allied him even more closely to the Protestant 
cause. We find the other alternative in a Venetian "relazione" to the effect that 
after the renewal of the Peace of Zsidvatorok (1628), Bethlen instructed his envoy 
Mihai Toldalagi to obtain the investiture of Moldavia and Wallachia from the Porte, 
with the title of king of Dacia (33). The Austrian emperor was directly informed of 
his intentions of becoming "king of Dacia" by Cardinal Pazmany, who neverthe ess 
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hoped the Ottomans would not make the mistake of "so strengtiening the power of an 
audacious man..." (3h) 


But the cardinal's fears were unfounded because neither the Porte nor the Habsburg : 
pire could condone the rise of @ power such a union would represent. The hands of 
Austria were quick to throttle the one who united the Romanians in 1599-1600, On 2b 
December 1627 Cardinal Pasmany informed the emperor in Vienna that "I wish to notify 
Your Majesty that I have received very secret reports that Bethlen has intervened at 
the Porte to be ceded Moldavia and Wallachia and to be accordingly declared king of 
Dacia. Sut I do not think the Turks will commit the folly of so strengthening, con- 
we to the 3 government, the power of an audacious, restless, mmr and 
c ty man." 


Marina Lupas-Vlasiu writes, "In another form, Prince Gavriil Bethlen was on the point 
of repeating Mihai Viteagul's great work of uniting the three Romanian lands and of 
crowning himself 'king of Dacia.' But Bethlen envisioned a Protestant Dacia, for 
which purpose he had requested the patriarch Chiril Lucaris' permission to convert 
the Transylvanian Romanians to Calvinism. Since the patriarch categorically refused 
and the Orthodox Romanians were at 273 the Transylvanian prince's Protestant Iacia 
remained in the planning stage." (36) 


The Dacian kingdom Sethlen intended was to be Calvinist. Conversion to that faith 

was blocked by the strong wall of Romanian Orthodoxy. Vladicii of Transylvania, Teo- 
fil of Prislop, Eftimie, Dosoftei and Ghenadie Brad firmly opposed any such conversion 
and what is more they aided the religious unification of the Orthodox Transylvanians 
under Ghenadie (1678), "Through him the religious unity of the Romanians in Transyl- 
vania and Hungary, which was desired and to a great extent prepared by Mihai Viteaz- 
ul, became a fact and one of the most signoficant ones for our people's cultural and 
political development." (37) 


The idea of becoming ruler of a). the Romanian Lands did not occur to Bethlen merely 
because his other ideas of a;yvrandizement in Bohemia, Hungary or Poland had failed, 
It was a permanent idoa based on the objective necessity of opposing Habsburg expan- 
sion. Unification of the Romanian lands was a recognition of the regular, objective 
process of the Romanian people's uniform development in all respects in their ances- 
tral home of Dacia, guaranteeing a strong and coordinated state and a reality in the 
Ruropean political consciousness, 


The prince's sudden death (15 November 1629) ruined the plan for "the Kingdom of Da- 
cia as well as the plan to play an active part in the war against the Habsburg empire 
as part of a vast anti-Habsburg coalition in which Czarist Russian was to participate 
at the time in addition to the Protestant powers anid France, 


G. Bethlen's reign was particularly important to the Romanian people's history. The 
effort to unite the three Romanian sister lands ina single state was more and more 
strongly developed during his reign. The economic, political, cultural and military 
comprehensive and permanent ties between Wallachia, Transylvania and Moldavia were 
strengthened by Gabriel Bethlen's policy, and they helped to fulfill the Romanian 
people's inevitable and objective aspiration to state and national unity. 
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